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n, « much as it bath ae the Grd of Truth and Righte- 
ouſneſs, af grins to appbar in theſe laſt 8 
brarts of b is propley" according" to Me proweſs of 
bath ſaid; That he would” èxalt his Mountain Fo 
the hecopof | Mountains, and his Houſe ſhould beefta © 
and his Kingdome ſhould be ſer up — Ay the 
ol che Children of men; and be bath 0 dwell iu 
=o walk in theme, and write by Law in there Hrarts, 
eq Within them, and they ſhould be bi People, aud be m 
God, aud br abe . their Teacher and Comborter , 
e Dey. ſtar ſhould ariſe in their Herti, and the Light of bie 
yon G2ſpel ſhould ſhine intbeir Conſciences. 443 4 
*. cas — 5 by the Lord promiſed, and be ifs fa 4 fx 
es in a emongſt b o 
— fon by ath ope nel the CEE: them to 
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end read ſanepart of it ever, and did filly obſerve the current 
by matter contejuedcin it, aud the drift aud iutent of the Spi 
Fe Author, an. in my Meditations upon the. ſame I found. bis 
wk, compo 4 ang me f ſuch ud Nan en. as wi 20% 


0 . , Ignorance. * Srcondly, Malice. Thirdly , Leis ad 
Slande Fanthlys C9 * 42 fifobly, _—_— 
Ent ee to the Trutb. 
wy e 1 r tion I found 4 b Nh wah of of old 

| wr 185 which, be. bad publiſhed tatbe * i n 

ance was apparent ta me, in af as,4 | 
- foe 2 ahen, and = ſucb and ſuch thingi on 
| Fe us 1gnorantly, ang.then ſeemed to conſute them, and 


vag ment againſt us. therer pan, and this meerly upon 
orb Tgnorance,faſly ſuppoſing we beld ſucb a thing, wbich indeed; 
v beld not, and ſo fiying aut ageinji us in Fudgment upon ly — 
rance and miſt ales. 
2 His Malice was, apparent, in aſmuch as be bad fandered * 
and belied us wit bort gogd- Ground and Cauſe at all, baving pero 
terted our nerds and, weaning in many things, and paved: things 
gaiuſt us, deeply E us . without auy\ſaund — all 
2 by bim, but meerly ( as ta me dotb appear N uur 
malict 12 batred, purpoſely to render us od iaus tot . 2 to 
eur enemies, which; = needs be aut of malice and emwity,' and - uot 
ont of love aud Gent 1 inform us better, aud convert ns if m 
bed been in erroryBut found him ta be ſo fer r from t ESpirit of Lowe. 
n grad will towards us, that be bath ta aſioꝝ bt caula, 
| and al alma occafions falſly, to traduce us and t0 reproeeb us in tho. 
—.— our Enemies, at it were on purpoſe to . tbe e of the: 
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44, Wh The Epiſtle the Reader. 
| $ * 4 His Contradictions wrre apparent throughout bit book in 4 
vers perticulars, ſometimes ſaying thus and ſo, aud ſumetimꝰs quite 

contrary, ſometimes 7 us of one occaſion, aud ſom: tim? accu 

us of © contrary; And thus bis contrad i Ton were male mg, 

nifeſt,as in our Anſwer is at large diſcovered ,as the Reader m ab. 


His down»r oſition tothe Truth war apparent.; 
4 — as rank gi > be hath oe the very 12200 of 495 
Gael, 6 particuletly the Light of Chrift which every man in the, 
World is * -withall; and concerning Duaking 2 
 Trombling, and concerning the anbinting an i the-ſufficienty of its 
bing; and concerning deſtroying the Whore, th: Word of Gu 
wed Goripruves 3- all theſe things cum multis aliis, 8c, be bath 
ani g zinſayed diredij or indireAly ; ani thus as is. made 
feſt in this folowing Anſwer, bis whole work ic compoundeg of 
ſuch mixtures and ingredients as aforeſaid, as every impartial man 


n f Y 
ell, upon my furt ber Con ſiderations of bis Book, I found be had 
| idly directed the current of bis matter ſo as it might be takgn notice 
of to bo an eminent Work,, as be thought, and yet not ſo to be taken 
notice of,axif be bad direct ed it immediatly in oþpeſition to vs called 
Qa; fer Tfomnd not that name once mentioned in all bis Book, 
and yet I icitely be had direfed it to us, for b; intent was [ 
70 overed to be ag ainift ur, by that ward ſo often ſcornfully rebearſed 
C othe Preachers of and to the Light within all men, c&c. 
| And by tivers' other things I found that his Book, was intendedly a- 
Y aſt ur and alſo tbat bis feid Brok, will deſerved an Anſwer 
$ 2 us, that tbe malicious intent thereof might be diverted, though 
yother Conſiderations preſented themſelves in my mind at ny, 
firſt looking into his work, as 1. The unreaſonqbleneſſe of the time of 
| its bringing forth avid publicationto the wirl4, (rhought I) is this. 
. & time and fit ſeaſon for ut and ben to fall into contention one with 
. another, and to oppoſeeatÞ other,” tothe end, to diſc rage aud diſ- 


4 


af "The Fyilile to the Reade. 

2 2 thoug bt I again how vnſeaſonable this mins work is at 
_ this day, to fall to repraacbus an traduce us in the fic bt of our ba 
wemirs, thus oppo['ng of us with toot 5 and nail, giving therety occa- 
fon both to Vis and ou exemies to mk ot us and langh us to ſcorn, * 


r jeycing te ſee us i hom they count therr Enemies falling together 
the cars, and as it were tearing one another ; this I knew would , 
be a great occaſion to them againſt us both in ſuch a ſeaſon as this, 
w benas it cd baue been more meet to bave encouraged ene not er 
and ireagthxed one anoi ber in the way of Truth and Rightrouſn-ſſe, 
aud to bave been belpj:. ll to one another im our affliftions and. (' 72 
ing, eſp cially in the ibings wherein we do agree, againſt the cam. 
mon open propbaneneſſe, and idolatyy, and perſecution which . 
bounds at this day in the world, that we might baue been a rejoyting 
one to aucther as Brethren in Truth, ſreing we are both a ſiſtri 
People at this day, and accounted Brethren by our Enemies, rather 
then u cauſe of al flit ion and grief, and greater tribulation ane to 
nnotber, as this ſame J. W. bad endeavoured in bis Bock, to be the 
occaſion of; this and ſuch like was my conſ dera ions, p which Ju 
concluded the unſeaſonableneſſe of the time of publication of bis Back, 
and the folly and weakneſſtof its Publiſher, - 5. 
2. Icenſiderid the errour and 9 of the man, in 2 of 
the ſubj d of bis matter as ſtated by bim and proſecuted, which is 
the, . againft and in oppolition to the Light within, ay 
times rebear ſed oppoſitely and ſcornfally to the Preachers of and 
to the Light wichin all men, mking this the ſubjefi matter of 
bis oppyfition, as if it were the greateſt berefie that could be, that 
any. ſhould preach up a Light within, and this I found be had ſet 
 bim[ſelf to oppoſe with might - aud mam; and this I ſound to be abe 
Principal Subject of bis Treatife, becauſe of which I conſidered. the 
great ignorance of thrs man that would appear gen ſuch « ſubjet 
in ſuch great oppoſirion ag aiuſt it, whenas us one Trinh is more full 
and clear throughout rhe whole Scriptures, then tbis Doris of 
the Light within, 51h in the old Tefiament and the new; a5 firſt: 
"of all, Deut. 30. 11, 17, 144 where Moſes the ſervant of. God did. 
Hechte a“ L{rael tn general, b gra andlagd, the word thas 
"was nigh them in their hearts, 4nd bo « them to tear t hat 
"word that was within them, ud ta do it, and this word w in 
ry one oft, ie which Moſes did exbert them to heat is. an 
de, t  an4 thus i ma-ifeft that Maſes w45 # Preacher ite werd 
- of Gi dy and bis light within . eu. | Again + 
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The Epiſtle to the Readef. / 
Again Jer. 31. God {wes to makg' a new Covenant with 
#be Houſe of Iſrael, I will put my Law in their inward parts, 
and write it in their hearts, and they ſhall know Me {ſeith 
the Lord) from the leaſt of them to the greateſt, and they 
ſhall need no more, every man to teach his Neighbour, but 
the Law in their inward parts, and his Spirit within them 
ſnould teach them; And thus it is E the Prophet [ereniiah 
was ſent with a Meſſage of God, to Preach the Promiſe (to wit J 
the Spirit of God pnt in the inward parts, and his Law written in 
their Hearts; and thus was' be a Preacher of the Light and Law 
God within men; And David ſaid, Thy Law is within my 
ire, Pſal, 49. Again. Luke 17 20, 21. When they acked 

us Chriſt concerning the Kingdom of Heaven, he ſaid, The 
ingdome of Heaven is within you; ad in divers other places 
his Parrables ſignified, That the loaſt Groat was within, and 
chat the Pearl was within, and that the Seed of the King- 
dom of God was ſown in their Hearts, Mat. 13. 19. and 
Rom. 10. 18. By all which and many other places it is an evident 


truth, tbat Jeſus Chrift and the Apeſtle Paul were, Preachers ef. 


the. Kingdom of Heaven within men, and of the Seed if the King» 
dom "which was ſown in their Hearts, and of the Word f God 
witbin in the Heart; and ſo it may be ſaid, Chriſt was a Preach- 
er of-Ligbt within, for be told them of bis Word abiding within 

joh 38. and they had not the love of Godin them, 


| n | 
42. verſ. Jokn 14. 20. And Chriſt” faid,” I am in my Father, 


and you in me, aud I in you, and if my words abide in you, 
ye ſhall ask what ye will; aud thas it is as clear as the Sun at 
noo day, that Chriſt was a Preacher of the Spirit, and of the Light, 
| "the Word, and of the love of God within men, 

i: Mp nin, the Apoiles preached the ſa me A Cor. 13. Chap. 4 
the , Jeſus Chriſt is in you ſaith the Apoſtieexcept yolt 
be reprobares, aud Phil, 2. 13. It is God that works in ou, 
ſaid the Apoſtle, and Col. 3. 16. Let the word of Ohrift 
dwell in you, and 1 fobn 2. 14. And the 'word of God a- 
bideth in you , and bu Com Let that abide in you whieh 
you have heard from che beginning, and Eph4lext 3. 201 fe. 
cording to the power that works in us; 4% 2 Tim 15 1% 
The Holy Ghoft which dwells in us, and Foby g. 12. God 
dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us; and thus through» 
1 4 * TELE SENT out 
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5 The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
ut the whole current of Scripture I might bring multitudes of 
% the Apoſtles were Miniſters and Preachers of be Light with= 
the word of God within, the Love of God within, the Holy Ghoſt 
bin, Chriff within, yea and God within the Saints; yea, if this 
al wot ſerve to prove-that it is the Miniſtry of Chrift Jeſus to 
ch the light and word of Gol within men, I Huld yet bring 
uy more proofs out of the Scriptures to manifeſt that Chriif and 
bis Apoftles preached the Light within men, not only in the Saints 
Win 'anbelievers ; take one Scripture more, 2 Cor, 4. 6. The 
lighc hath ſhined in our hearts to give us the Light of the 
„ of the Glory of God z and thus it is clearly proved 
t of © the Scrij tures againſt J. W. that the Prophets Chrift. aud. 
the Apoitles were Preachers of the Light and Trith and Spirit 
tithinz And when 1 conſidered t RI ſwne ſubjett of bit 
#hile diſcourſe, it appeared ſomewhat firange to me, that any 
Whſonable' man ſhould draw up ſuch & Subjeft to mag a whole 
ok of oppeſition againit it, like as if be had never reed Scrip= 
tires, ſeeing be bad thus (tated bis matter intexdedly agai uſt ut 


4 Quakers, thinkjug by fleering- ſuch @ courſy be ſreu!d Co- 


e rin ſome errours , whenas its fully mamſet that be bath 
bis courſe in diredl oppoſition to the Scripturts and the Truth 
herein contained; end therefore we may conclude bf- vis ignorance 
wd errour, who bath thus juſtified the Truth of our Principles and 
D.rines while be bath thought to oppoſe them aud conſute” them as 
urg, and ſo overthrown himſelf. br. — 

3, I conſidered concerning returning an Auſwer to bis Book, and: 
Ifounl it meet that it ſhould be anſwered, for the end io clear the 
pay of Truth from his falſe and foul aſperſions, which were made 
W by whole groces in his Bok, and alſo leaft be ſhould' glev 72 f 
— bim ſelf in bit Joly , as if none were able e 

to detrel bim of falſbod, though I was not baſiy in falling 1 
hurd upon bim, und that for divers reaſons. Firſt; becauſe my 
2 int were then very many and weighty, and thay of far gr. 

_ to «| proſecined then to leave — for «ſw of 

. 2. Becryſe T'faw m grent a;cafion of; bat to. b 

'bint 27 2 his . — wha 1 das ow; per- 
Euler I could have let "bis Book: babe paſſed t In Au- 
Per, und ail bis Lyes, and Calumnies, and Falſpoblli yaſſed withs 

wrt to our particulars, for we are ſatisfied in the Truth oſ our 

| B Way 
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The Epifile to the Render, 
way tbanſandt of us bleſſed be God, notwithkanding all mens opt. 
(rice. 3. Becauſe: I would not willingly. end baſtily bave given our. 
publick enimiss ogcaſion to mock and ſcorn at, u white they bebeld ug. 
4s it were tearing aue atber, and contending one againtt another. 
to the weakning of aur felves and ſirengthning of them ; nor ond 


F but ugou this eccaſion have appeared. publick inthis mamer agaiaſi 
ay ing paople, ſar it bath ever been wy quality, 10 comfort 
the affiiitd> aud ſufferers rather ibes to adde aifliftion 10 them 


hut ben this .accafron, 1 ane forced to witb-ſt aud the. infolency of 
to: Wright, to ehre his {yes and flenders,, and that publickly to 
the view. of the word, and it could not well be avoided; ſo utontteſe 
2 ſeme others the Book ( by me divers weeks, till at la 
1 toben it under band, far I baue beard 4 report of ſome 
haafting ang . W. bis Bretbren as if bis Bock, could not be au. 
ſwered, but be bad: canfuted 1s. ſo, and ſo bighly, nnaxſwerably, 
and its ſaid by ſame that be was @ whole year or more in bringing 
forth the ſaid Back, whereby it is proved a Monſter , and being 
brought: forth ins nom imperje aud effef)s not the end progounded by 
i Autdorawell upontbeſe. reaſons at ftp oppartunttyl bare 
liakg8d ore bis Baek, and a deax_frieud of mine while I d ab- 
ſent hence un the work-of the Lord elſewhere; begun the work, for 
meg and: bath anſwered part of it, and it is 5 with no other 
end. not intent but 0nely to diſcaver the Truth aud to ret rove ſalſbead, 
aii it prove. effeciual.to au. 10. yuſorm them ta @ diſlingriſi- 
ment between Truth and Errour,, to diſcern ths difereuce betxeen 
the: om and the. ot ber, aud if . be edifed.int the Truth beyeby, I 
lem end and deſire, and if, it ſhall work, ( through the Spiv 
nit of - God .) - any. convifgion in the heart of our 4 „ and 
i ight all ſee. what he hath dong, and repent," wy end 
| but if not. Lene in what: I have dage find: 
| ay b, this fAuſwer in pur ſour, of, 
J. W. his flanders and reproaches,. eryours and contra- 
hne fo roweyy 5: aki yaa oi 
| 4 . muſt commit. be N fo the grace d 
$64 Spiri ed. 7 vt, that yberchy be max 
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4 | © The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
A the nd falfty of thr otherg vbat be be edified-in 
= r — 245 may follow Truth and Righteouſ« 


weſſe as it is diſcovered to bim, deny deceit and falſhood 
where ever be foul! moet with ity 4% thus I ſhal leave the 
Reader tg the ſenus view of the wholy matter, as beteafter it 
ſallowes. 

"Tondou the. |, Being 4 true friend to all chat love Truth 
gth. day of and Righteouſneſſe, and one that loves 
ib. mant his Enemies. * 

| Edward Burroughs.” 
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To-the.' People. called. Anabaptiſts who 

care herein concerned, for the clearing of 

the Truth io them and others who ſctu- 

ple concerning it or the Light of it 

within. 

FRIENDS, 

Wi a ſad thing is it, that you that profeſs the 

Name of Chrift and to be his Flock, ſhould be ſo 


. Y. unwiſe, and ſhew your ſelves ſo indiſcreet and ir- 


rational, astodiſcoyer ſuch a ſpirit of bitterneſſe 


anch enmity «(eſpecially in this day of Tryal both of you and 
us) againſt ſuch as are conſcientious towards God in what 
he hath made known (though in Judgement differing from 
you). as here that ſpirit of enmity and malice is plainly dif. 
covered, in what hath proceeded from it in this Book, cal- 
led, 4-Teftimauy. for the Sox of Mau, Cc. Subſeribed by ene 
Foſeph Wright, who it appears, is accounted no mean man 
amongſt you, for he accounts himſelf ſo nearly related to 
you, whom he calls The beloved Flock, of Chriſt, (who are the 


People called Auabaptiſtt which he intends) that he ſaith, he . 


hath been appointed by many of you (though unworth 
for a defence chat Trach of "he Gate which you profeſs 
but if you were in the Truth of che Goſpel, you would not 
have appointed ſuch a Reviler and Inſolent man for a de- 
fence of it, nor of you in it, as this Foſ; Fright hath clearly 
diſcovered he is, as is clearly manifeſt in his Reviling, Re- 


proaching and Slandering ſuch, as he calls Preachers of and 


to 
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Aer, 
gainſt (he intending the ſuffering People called Quckers, 


if he could not contain his Malice, nor theſe man 
ſperſions and. black 1evilings in bis Book, which h 
2 from the Spirit of Antichriſt and Bleſpnemy in 

im; and though he hath appeared in his Pride, Preſump- 


tion, and boaſting Spirit, and as one appointed by you for 


which Light he hath alſq-ſo greatly maniſted his ang fe, as 
ad A- 
th 


an eminent defender of your:way,, as if he were ſome won» 


derful Champion and greet Warriour „ yet by che Light 
wo ipuer fo reproached is he diſcovered, and his tak 
neſs and folly made manifeſt, and he ſeen to be as feeble a 
Warriour and Child of Babylon as eyer formed a Nang 
or lifted up a hand ( ſo publickly as he hath done) againit 
the'Iſrael of God; and if yoù were in Gods fear and true 
hunmlity, and weil conſidered your own ſtate, and the ſtate 
of ſuch as are reviled by this your Defender, you would not 
own nor ſuffer ſuch BabylonyſÞ-Bratts, and dirty frothy tuft 
to proceed from amongſt you, as this ſaid Book of 7. rights, 
confidering theſe chings. = | a0 
i Firſt, Theſe are * which both you and we 
are in, and how eſpecially we are lyable to ſuffer for our 
Conſeiences, in our obeying that Teſt : mony committed to 
ns,” not onely by mens rgeproaches, but alſo by Acts of cru- 
ery” and Petſecution inflicted upon us, becauſe we cannot 
deny the Lord in what weare perſwaded n "" 
. Such Revilings &Reproaches as 7. Viigbt hath ſpread 
forth againſt us in the. fight of our Perlecutors, tend rather 
toadduffl ion tous, aud to ſtir up our Perſecutors in cru» 
dey againſt us then otherwiſe; Seeing that he hath fo in 


rcd uſe q; and re viled us under the names of workers Wich-. 
weſt, forevinteert of the man of Sin, Lyars,. N . 
#5; unh many more reviling names, which falſly and un- 
57 hat h caſt upon us,, chiefly for Preaching up the 
| Light within men, which. is ghe Light Cbriſtz and in all 
nue tuaxer cſlera is no juſi r vid us, wherein he bach ,. 


: 
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Annifeſted'himielf/as ak mi « rſecuting G 
rien alice apa -0s unh Miez ze 
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to the Light within all nu, whom his Bock is contrived.a> 
| who own and walk in the Light of Chriſt in them) againſt 
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A. Prefut * ok 7 * 
work tenth to eneouſuge and ſtrengt hen, whileſt he is (mit- 
ing with the tongue like che wicked(who {hoot their Arrows 
againſt dhe Righteous) and caſting out hu mixe and dirt up- 
on ſuch as fear che Lord and walk in his Light... zt. 

"Thirdly, If you truly weighed . ſtate, and mind- 
ed the rule of equity ia your own QConſciences, To do to etbert 
as you would be done by, you would not ſpread abroad ſuck 
reviling Books and bundles of ;qonfution as tend to cauſe 
others ro fuffer wh areconclentious cowards God in what 
N nowing chat in theſe times, if you be trus to 
vor on Principles, you are lyabte to ſuſfer alſa for your 
Conſciences; by ſuch as would aſſume to themſel tes a pow - 
er to be Judges in mattets of Conſoience and Religion, 
t they: are not ounthemſelves to be iufallible in their 

ements notwithſtandiugg g 
PFourthly, Conſidering how many have opened their 
Mouths, and iſhed their Books and Pamphlets againf 
us, and how little all their work hath eſſected or brought 
forth ageinſt us, and how we have in the teſtimony of a good 
Conſciehre been made to trample upon and diſcover our 
enemies works, which have ſo aa brought to noughtz 
t 


this might have hindered chisunci and monſtrous birth 
of 7. VF*s from coming abroad;w hough he hath been. 
a long time a bringing it forth, it muſt be turned back into 
the pit of Darkneſs and belly of Confuſion, where it was 
conceived, though it appears he was ſo conceited in his work, 
and impudency and pride was ſo high in him, chat he thought, 
2 qo more then the — r ö — 
the ons Army, that have 0 the Truth 'Q 
him, nd oc his work wn have been more ——— 
ny beſides, that hach been browghc fon againſt a b 
here is he andall that believe Him 8 
ed, for both che weaknels , 'confution-.dnd failhood of 


matter is eaſie to ſee by an pprtediced | perſons whohzve 
but common ſence an 19 rhe * Jos 
172 fallly reviled us, whom the Lord hith delivered out 
"darkneſs imto his 'Life made manzfeft iu us, buꝶ 
alto he hach ſet hi to oppoſe and revile the Light of Cb 
in all wen, and hath done what in him lien, £0 keep mo 


—— — 
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APrefece. 
Ne at a diſtance 11 e ho is the true Light, 
35 willing, hay © have any 
ther in his peop Yor 1 8 hs por forth : Wright. 
who ſaith he hath been non old many of yo! for le- 
ſence &c, in his E le r9,00 Chem he: calls. the Led 
flock, of Feſus Corift. 9 85 wy all how tbat e hs the the. 
Nene of the Lord eſus Ek, v fie, at the right band of G 
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1 Prefate, 
le of eſus Chriſt, being out of every man on earth, he hath 
Fer bimlelt co poſe the light of Chriſt (in all men) whois 
28 true * at enlightens every man that cometh. into 
e 
F nic Epi, he tells of giving you dalpcden of 
one ( viz, errour and delufion ) that js meſt dangerow, and that 
which he hath chiefly written againſt, isPreaching the Law & 
Light within; and alſo accounts it 4 1 Principle of the Spirit 
of Antichriſt, which uo (be « ſt) row 0 preachi.g up the 
e 282 Art. Doctrine, Groſs 
Detkneſs, and'fo warns you againſt it: As alſo he ſaich;There 
bath — 2 up 4 moſt pernitious jiratagem of Satan, where to de- 
tude tb Children of Gad and men, it is a Teaching np the ghr 

within al 175 and he calls them that ate in unity with t 


Principle,” the ers of Auticbriſt, aud that a Dbirine 7 
Antic 


3/4 ref Satan, and chargech us with deteſta- 
bie es about it, &c. 


So that this Joſeph FVrig br, hath not onely ſnewed him- 
ſelf againſt Chriſts being in his People, but alſo he hath 
fotighe td keep men i — 71 Lig * them,as one that would 
ſue up the God as inft men, that they might 
not enter into ſt ; and ſohe hath uttered forth his Rage 
and Blatphemy againſt the of Chriſt, and his Lew is 
wer ah is come Eee world, that whoſoever believeth 


it ad we 1 pip op 7200 che 15 e Ly 1 


dom of God hr within than; Luke 17 Though they were 
ic ed men, and ſqu 4 FP hs up the Kingdome of God 
his 


againſt others, as M. hath dpne, in fis foaming out 
| EE 112 920 Oh the 


his own ſhame, 


Light within! ſorharke f cevged Ch 
San webe! reatiled dg. e | 1 
c hl | = np 0 Fj 
f 'agre 
us for P rite AJ fer | 1 
| th it 


don an d 

thefle, he bat (in pie 
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| A Preface, 
the ſpirit of darkneſs, as accuſin ur ſpeaking to be not 
the Light within all men, nor from the leenbe ur Nee, leg 
rom the ſpirit of Darkyeſs, &c, Which though he hath fal- 
y accuſed our ſpeaking, yet he hach hereby truly Implyed, 
that there is a light in is, and all men that is or contra- 
to the ſpirit of Darkueſt; and thus he bewrayes his own, confu- 
ion and folly about the Light of Chriſt in all men, one while 
© to rail ſo bitterly againſt it and the Doctrine of it, as the moſt 
pernicious deluſion, ſtratagem of Satan, and grols dark- 
neſs ; another whileſo intimately to grant to as light within 
all men (which leads to ſpeak truth) as oppoſite to the ſpi- 
rit of Darkneſs; As alſo in page 16, 20. 28, 29. 41. This 
Joſeph Wright ſait h, That the Light within, is no. other then be 
work of 1be Law written in the bearts of the Gentiles, Rom. 2. 14 
15. And then he faith , If is evident that-theſe Preachers, are 
Preacher's of the Lam, not of the Goſpel, &c, See what groſs 
darkneſs and confuſion this man is in, who cgnnot diſtin- 
guiſù between the Law of God within and the work of it, 
caunt ing the Law or ligt within the work Y the Law, like 
as if he had ſaid, that the Law of God within, is che work 
of che Liw wichin, whenas the work of the Law is that which 
is effected by the Law, as diſtinc from the Law it ſelf, as 
much as a conviction cr convincement 1s diſtin& 1 that 
; which convinceth; and we in owning the Law of God and 
its work within, do not deny the Goſpel nor Chriſt as we 
are accufed, no more then the Apoſtle did, whey he went 
not about to make void the Lau, but to eſtabliſh it, as it 
was to be obeyed and fulfilled in che Faith of Chriſt, in 
\ Whoſe hand is the Rizhteous Law, that manifeſts fin, and wit- 
neſſech"«gainſt it, and this was the Covenant chat God pro- 
miſed, to put Lis Laws in the mind, andwrite them in the 
Hearts, Heb, ©, And ſaid the Apoſtte, Rem, 2+ 13, 14. For not 
' the hearers of th: Lam are juſt before Gd, but the doers ſpall be 
juſt ified ; and this he brings as his reaſon 3 For when the Gen- 
tiles which ba ve not tie Lam, do by nature the things, contained in 
the law, tleſe having uct the lam, are a lam unto themſelves whi 5 


k - £ l l 
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* ſhew the work of the law written in their bearts, &c. Herein 
does rot go about to deſtroy the Light or Law, or che work 
of it within, nor to render it a deluſion, nor a fad hes 
4 i CG e 


Wo. 
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le of Antichriſt, nor a moſt pernitious ſtratagem of Satan 
as 7. V. hath done) but owns and vindicates it, and thoſe 

at through Frith attained unto its righceouſnels, which 
the Jews by works out of the Faith did not. So let any Ra- 
tional or Indifferenc man adge, whether this F. VV. hath 
not in effect accuſed the Apoſtle Paul, and the Prophet Fere- 
miab and others, with Preaching up a moſt dangerous de- 

lufion, a fad Principle of Antichriſt, groſs Darkneſs, and a 

moſt pernitious ſtrata gem of Satan, &c. ſeeing that he hath 
thus Fertled the Law and light within, and the work ofit in 
the heart [mentioned in Rom. 2. 15. ] under cheſe tearms; 
and chus hath he manifeſted the Malice and Rancor of his 

Imbittered Spirit againſt the /ight andLaw of Chriſt, and work 
of it in the Hearts, and ſo hath ſhewed himſelf an enemy to 
the Covenant of God, which was to Jews and Gentiles, Iſs, 
42+ 6. Fer. 31. and ſo inſtead of giving a teſtimony againſt 
the Son of Perdition, he hath abſolutely appeared in his 
work; and after his ſa much Blaſphemy againft che /ight in 
all men, and our Preaching of it up, he is made to confeſs 
to the ligbt in us and allmen, as a differing thing from the 

iricof Darkneſs, [x in page i 65, ſhouts ſcem that what 

e writ that, he had forgotten his former revilings againſt 
the light in all men. 

Thus you who are called Auabaptiſts, may ſee the Bruitiſh - 
neſle and Confution of this unworthy man, who hach becn 
appbinted by many of Stab ence, as he ſaith ; and 

what credit or profit will chis wofł be unto you, though he 
ſer 6p himſelf as a Teacher of the Churches of Chrift ; and 
in che ſame Epiſtle that he writes to thoſe he calls the Be-, 
vel Flock ef Chriſt, that are in the Faith. and Fellowſhip of 
him, according to his Gtorious Goſpel , when he has bid- 
den them beware of bearkening 10 Preachers up of the light, He 
ſaith, But if you ſhall not be warned, I have as to this done my 
duty, your blood will lie upon your own beads. 

90 Jou may here ſee what a Teacher of the beloved Flock 

h ritt 5 in the Faith and Fellowſhip of him) chis 
3 is, to la the ſame words upon them chat con- 
cerned the Jews that blaſphemed, and oppoſed themſelves 
againſt the Truth when Paul ſpoke to them, AJs 18.6. As if 

. che 


\ a 


F 4 Þrifece. | 

- the beloved Flock of Chriſt that are in thefaith had not yet 
een warning, but might be guilty of their on blood, as 
N= owtſhip and Faith of Ohriff ; wes there ever fich 

- abfuedicy and cõnfuſion as this f 


nd further, you may take notice, how thut aſter Fo 
icht hat h ſo much reviled in#tlaſptemed the light 2 


he hach willingly manifeſted himſelf an open to the 
bt and the ine of it, whete, in his piſtle to t e Res- 
er, he hath laid don theſe words, vi. ih we ha've 


both preached and printed ag aiuſt this de vice of Satun, and hive 
bers witneſſe very much agaiuſt this deluſion, yet ſo 
” both People and Teachers as to rank us with them, at ce | 
ſuch as are eſpouſed to that Doctrine which teacheth vp the lam or 
within all men, Nc. hut the Lord knows it am fb ſhall you one 

„ if 'you ſhall not believe it now, that: to entertaiy furh & P. 
Erine would be to commit a Rape, not onely upon our very con ſcien- 
ces, but alfo upon our meaneſt principles; and it is no ſmall £5 
to us to bear the leaſt tittle of their Inventions neither de we 
preach or prafize any thing at all as from them Ge; Thele 
are Foſeph Wrights very words, where you may tee: whit 
umption and Impudency hath appeared in him againk 

the law & light and ſuch as preach it, as one that is vexed and 
grioved that ever any ſhould repute him as a co-partner with 
_ as preach and —— —— Lew — bt within 5 and ſo 
ikea Hypoctite and man- pleaſer, he hath appeared as one 
that 4 et in favour wich thoſe that are — to the 
La and light within, by his 4 againſt it and them 
chat on it; though in page 165. he hath implicitely con- 
feſſed to the light within all men as contrary to the ſpiric 
of Darkneſs, end thus aff may fee this mans wickedneſiand 


confaſion ; And you who have owned him as your Teacher, 


ora defence of your way, may be aſhamed of him, and it 
io a ſhame and diſgrace to your profeſſion, t hat ever ſuch dir - 

ty ſtuff end abſardities ſhould proceed from amongk you, 
as this 7. VF, who hath been fo much ſet up among you, 
herh uttered forthagamiſt the Truth and them char tive in 
its whochough he pretends to lay down our own Principles 

(who Preach and on the light, withis ) as if they were fuffi- 
CG 2 


ciently 


bt; words do imply; and yet thi Flock is both 


by our words of mouth and - 


: Slevely kndu n to Nr Words of | 
goks, yet wany.chings bath be charged aging us ag ours, 
both as to Pri f 4 1 of ff, ch he ne er 
rang ge | gor 8 ks. of ours by.jwhith. 
they were aſſerted; and tbuꝶ iu th 1 A. 40 ac 
eulat ions and. charges 2gainlt us bath he. dealt de 295 
9 n the Father of lyes and lyars, u ho men be 
Hes he.be ſpegketh ed and nog as a rational man, 
And in:very many things he hath abſolutely cyronged our 
Princi & Praftiſes, and 7 apparent fa ſhoods 
upon u 28 ever Was, oh bereafrer is wade \manifeſ to che 
ſhame of him that was the Aichour of che ſaid lying Book 


called”. A, Teſtimony for the Sou of man, &c.) aud the 
e of all ſuch falle Spirus as o him in his works; 

We ſee that God hath apptered. in Judgement againſt, - 
vou end your way, and à line of \coufuſion»is come o- 
ver you, — that ſo many of you (eſpecially of your 
Leaders) have ſet themſelves in their envy and malice a- 
gainſt us who are in the Power of Truth; what do you think 
that ſpreading. your railing and falſe Books againſt us wilk 
gain you favour from the prophane world, and betany. 
means to reſcue you from perſecution, or ſuffering under 
the powers of the earth ? Do you think to ſave your ſelves 
by reviling the Innocent, as ſome of the Leaders in your way 
haye gotten themſel ves out of Priſon by. ſwearing contrary. * 
18 to Chriſta Docttine after they have 
*Witneſſe er Ice, who o- been impriſoned. for denying to 
penly ſwore to get himſelf ſwear, * (when ſo many of our 
our. of priſon after he had. friends were in priſons for refuſing. 
2 ni ae to ſwear, for Conſcience ſake to: 
talled Quakers openly wit. Chriſt) And noronely ſoghut faves 
peſſed againſt him; alſo.di- ra] of chem who haxe long heen re. 
vers others of the B puted eminent in your Way; have 
did (wear for fear of ſuffer- (like Men- pleaſers) written to vine: 
ee Tacks 2d le, dicate ſyearing and oaths, ud tres- 
Pen, (who have long been cherous men hoch to God, totheir. 
Teachers did — own Conſciences, and to his Inno- 
their dect liſul ſtuffiu their cent and Conſcientious people: ſuch 
bogks for ſ wearing. as thoſe, as you have reviled and beſpattered 
| with 


* Mi 


E - A Prefick 
” wich.reproaches ( in the Book here, hat 


anſwered) who would be losth to f licity ce 
: be ſotreacherous to God-and their, 7 _ their, 1 
| on Conſeiences, at many in your, then _ 


way have been whatever we uffer vor wich ſale Conftieher 
either from you or from the perſe- cCearαοον, ſawartropgh: 
cuters in che ſame envious ſpirit be deceit of their Teach- 


which is among jou; And yet his. 2 were diverted 2 che 
know, that we had not able chÞ Trot in che own colet 


1 any. of you, had we not had YE. 
that great octalion given us by this piece of wicked work 
which Foſepb 1/right (your Defender) hath brought Ah 

wherein we who preach the Light of Chriſt within, Ne 
onely ſlindered and beſpattered with his lyes and calum- 
” nies as men, but alſothe Truth of God which we are in and 
ſuffer for, is blaſphemed, belyed, and perverted, even in the 
fight of our enemies; in vindzcation whereof we were ne- 
| ceflitated to pive this forth, and to deal thus plainly with 
your Principles which ate publiſhed by your pretended De- 
fender, otherwiſe we could have been ſilent as from medling 
with you in this kind, for it is no pleaſure to us to beſtow 
ſo much labour upon ſuch a heap of confulion and abſur- 
dities as J. V. his work is, nor to upbraid you with your 
confulion and weakneſſe in what you profeſſe, eſpecially 
ſince you are as in a ſuffering ſtate, and like co ſuffer (as 
we are) if you be true to your Principles, and conſcientious 
towards God in what you know or profeſſe; but you may 
ſee the urgent occafion given agaiuſſus and- be. Truth, for 
what we do in this thing. And though I. V. does not name 
the word Q'akters by name, yet it is all one as if he had 
done it, whilſt he ſo often in general words npbraids ſuch as 
preach the Light within; for we called Quabers are known to 
be the people he all along ſo peeviſhly imites againſt, ſeeing 
that we are known fo generally to own and preach the 
* Light within as the Saints of old did, and in that Light of 
Chriſt in us we ſee Lt, and therein are as a City ſet up- 
on a Hill which cannot be hid, and are in that Truth and 
Life which will out · live our oppoſers and perſecuters, and 
do know that power manifeſt in ns which out · ſhines li che 
cad 


1 Prefact. : 

forms, ofeſſions and traditions 

Long life . ban of godlineſſe, — © 

Lord giren as Reength and che (pivic of un- 

and to ſtend over our tee, 

— . 2 il ef of the Serpent in ſuch av riſe up 
in Judgment againſt by. 


Glory to aur Gon for ever and ever. 


Aud nom we come to ſome of the heads of Foſepb Wrights 
macterin charge againf ſuch as preach the Law and 11 


F 


CHAP. I. 


Concerning the Light within, and Chriſts coming in the 
fleſh and dying for all men. 


M. his firt charge is in theſe words, viz. The firſt _ 
I lay to thy charge whoſoever thou art that preacbejt up t 
Light within men, requiring all People to mind the light 
which is within them, is this, That thou doſt deuy the: Chriſt 
which dyed at Jeruſalem, and denyeſt Feſus Chriſt come in the 
fleſh, and thy ſpirit is the ſpirit of Antichriſt cc. And the firlf 
proof for his charge is in theſe words, viz. 1. Becauſe in all 
thy prea: bing, teaching, and declaring, thou never mates mentios - 
Cbriſts dy for ibe ſins of the world, nor that be taſted death 
every m, thou art altogether ſilent in this Dad riae of Chriſt s 
dying for man in the body of bis fleſh, &c. And his ſecond proof 
ds in theſe words, viz. 2. Becauſe as is thy word of mouth, even 
ſo is thy writings, for among ſt them all and m them all tbere is nos 
one l. ne which teac heth that Chriſt did dye for the ſias uf the world, 
and freely laid down b.s life as 8 — * for ſinners, Kc. 
Anſwer, As his charge is univerſal againtt all chat 
up the /ight within, it is both falſe and ſlauderons, as alſoall 
his proots for it, ſo that he might as well have ſaid, that 
the aght of Chriſt in all men, and the Doctrine of Chriſt 
which dire&s to it, doth deny Chriſt and bis coming iu the 
fleſh, when as on the contrary, all who truly own and be- 
lieve in the light of Chriſt- in them, by it they come to be 
led to the knowledge of Chriſt from whence it comes, and 
to the power of his death and the vertue of his life, which 
none can truly know but as they are led by, the light of 
Chriſt within, which giveth the Knowledge if the Glory of God, 
and of choſe things are freely given tu us of God, and 
Chriſt ſaid bel:eve ini tba you may be children of the tight, 
Jabn 12. 36. Did Chri himſelf or his 
in the fleſb, as fallly 7. VV. eccuſeth all chat preach the 
Abt within ; and in that we are included in his proofs as 
: never 
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in a Book Intituled, Rufticus ad Accademicos, by S. F. in 
both which Prieſt Dauſon is anſwered, and his pleading a- 


their minds from ſeeing the ligbt of the Glorious 2 
8 ce 


_: Concerning the Light within, and Chriſts 
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never mentioning Chrifts caſting death for every man, either : 


in our Preaching or writings 3 in this he hath notoriouſly 


belyed us, asthouſands may witnels _ him, who have 
heard us both Preach up and conterid for the free Grace of 
God to all men, and thereby that Chriſt teſted death ſor every 
man, and dyed for all men, and gave bim ſelf « ranſom for al 
to be teſtified of in due time, Heb. 2. 9. 1 Tim. 2. 6. 2 Cor. F. 
14. 1 John 2. 2. Which alſo as a teftimony againſt J. V. in 
many of our Books, vindicate the free Grace of God in 
Chrift co all men, and his dying for ail, as in a Book Ingi- 
tuled, The Voice of Wiſdom, by G. V. page 12, and at larga 


gainſt Chtiiſts death for alkmen, and his free Grace to all 
confuted ; as alſo in a. BOOk called, A brief Diſcovery, by G.W. 
a#sin many more Books of ours, the free Grace of God to all, 
and Chriſts dy ing for all men is declared. 

Alſo 7. V. his ehird Proof for his ſaid charge againſt all 
that Preach the ligbt within, is as falſe as his former, where 
he laies down theſe words (to wit) Thou doft not gather men 
and women into Communion with Chriſt by Faith, teaching them to 
believe.in Jeſus Chriſt, 8c. 

Whick thing he himſelf, who hach openly 1 the 
light of Chriſt in all (and counted the Doctrine of it a ſtrata- 
gem of Satan) is guilty of, and not we that own the 7;;bt; 

r it is the /ight that brings into communien with God and 
his Son Jeſus Chrift, for they that ſay they have fellowſhip 
with him, and walk in Darknefs, they lye and do not the 
truth, but they that walk in the Light, are in the true fel - 
low ſhip and faith, and know the Blood of Chriſt to cleanſe 
them from all fin : Alſo 7. VV. his charging us with gather- 
ing by works and not by Faith, in warning all people to 
look to the light within, and ſuch as receive this Doctrine, 
with being as ignorant as heathens and abſolute infidels ; in 
this hath be ſlandered us, and ſhewedimſtlf to be an Infi- 
del, who ſees not the /ight withi rns it, for the Infi- 
dels were ſuch as in whom the Gol the World did blind 


which ſhineth in the heart, and giveth the knowledg 


— 


the 


2 coming in the fleſb, and dyiug for all mex. - 4 5 * 
the Glory of God to them that believe in it, and ſo works 
uithout Faith we deny, but the works that are wrought inthe 
Faith and in the light: we own and though F. V. hath fo 
much warned people from looking to the ligt within, as that 
which muſt bring chem co reconciliation and juſtification, 
pet in pages 124, and 125. he hath contradicted his matter 
Aa gainſt the liabt withir, for there he ſpeaks of being ſet free. 
and juſtified by performing the condition of the ſecond Covenant, 4s 
Repentance, Faith, and Goſpel Obedience which thoſe that have ſin · 
ed may perform through the aſſiſtance of Gods Spirit, &c. as alſo 
he ſaith, ſo fr forth as Perſons come to be in Covenalſt with Chrift, 
and are enabled by bim to walk according to bis direction, ſo far 
are _ ſaid to bave Chrift formed in them, that is, to be brought 
into a bleſſid eſtate of freedom from the guilt of ſin, of freedom from 
thepower and dominion of fin, of aſſurance of redemption from the firjt 
death , and of deliverance from the ſecond, and ſo by Chriſt to be 
Initul:d to Eternal Life, &c. - 

Now how ſhould choſe who have finned perform the con- 
dition of the ſecond Covenant, through the aſſiſtance of 
Gods Spirit, or com̃e into the True Faith and Goſpel obe- 

dience, and to know Chriſt formed in them, unleſs that 
Gods Spirit or Light be known or owned within; and if 
thoſe that have ſinned, may come to this ſtate of Faith and 
Obedience, and freedom from the guilt and power of fin 
by the Spirit of God, then a meaſure of this Spirit or light _ 
is given co all men without exception,ſering that the ſinners 
themſelves are not exempred from it, according to 7. I. 
his own words; and thus hath he groſly confounded him- 
 lelfin his own, while rayling againſt the Preaching up of 
the light within, and another while, confefling to the Spirit 
of God or light even in che wicked. | 
J. V. his fowrth Charge is thus, (viz.) Thou mbich Preach- 
eſt that all men ſhould mind the light which is within them, doſt de- 
_ * wythbeGbrift of God which dyed at Fernſalem, becauſe thou haſt ſaid 
las me, When Þ bave mgite & large 4 confeſſion of Chriſt as I now 
dave dene, that I am Neat of Chriſt, &c. 
+ Anſwer, Whack hilly Resſon is this, egainft thaſe that 
- +Preach that all ſhould mind " light within 3 as if he 2 
. 8 al 


* 
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faid, that becauſe he has made à large conteſſion of Chriſt, 
therefore he is not ignorant of him; when as the Devil who 
favours not the things of God, kath been made to confelle 
Chrift, and many do conſeſs Chriſt iu words, as largly as 
J. V. — — are ignorant of him, and of che Power of his 
death and Suſferings, as F. V. is whileſt he ſhews him ſelf an 
enemy to the Light of Chriſt which we on; and we do nor 
deny efcher the coming of Chriſt, or his ſuffering in the ſeſh, 
as we are fallly accuſed by this reviler ; neither do we deny 
Chrifts peeogciling of the world, nor teach any ching con- 
tra cochalbef Rem. 5. 10. 2 Cor. 5. 19: as J. V. hath Impli- 
citely accuſed us; for we know and Preach reconciliation: 
through Ohriſts death, and Salvation through his life, whoſe 
life is the /igh3 of men, and t his is not any ettablilhiag of uur 
own Righceoulnelſe , as falſly we are accuſed ; neicher are 
we ſtrangers unto the Doctrine of Jultification by che Grace 
of God through the redemption. that is in Chriſt , whom 
God hath ſer forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 
blood; but bow are any juſtified by the Grace of God, whilſt 
they deny the light within ; for is not the ligbi of Chriſt with- 
in the free gift of his Grace, which bath appeared to all men, 
and which on his Righceouſneſs hath come upon all men, 
Row. 5.18. Titw 2. 11. Which Righteouſneſs is received 
"where the light of Chriſt within is obeyed, and he checeby 
made known to be s propitiation through Faith in his blood; 
and we who are come to own this in the true Faith, are 
come toſelf-denyal, and to deny ſelf-righteouſuels,contra- 
ry 5 Fo bro falſe accuſat ions againſt us who Preach the 
wit bin. 


. A | 
Who alſo faith in his twelſth page, But ſelf muſt be denyed 
and ſelf-righteouſneſs, which'is of the Lew, yea, /when) men babe 
done all whatſoever they are commanded, they are to fay , with 

- bumble hearts they have done but what was their duty, c. 
Anſocr, What an Ignoramw is this man, who pute no dif- 
ference betwixc'Selſ-righteouſurſs — th is to be denyed, aud 
the doing whatſoever we are ce which is our duty, us 
if he had ſaid, in denying ſelf-righteouſneſs, you muſt deny 
your duty, or that ſẽlſ· righteouſneis is mens duty, hem 
that which brings men to de their duty to God in obeying 
is 


coming in the fleſh; and dying for l. 5 
his commands 1s of God; and though man as in che Servants 


ſtate may abaſe and humble himſelf, yet chat Principle of 


Faith which brings him to do his duty, is tobe eſteemed of, 
and as in that he lives, he comes to be reckoned among the 


Faithful and profitable Servants of Chriſt, who become his 
Friends through faithfulneſſe, and Chriſt ſaid unto ſuch, .7 


calt you no more Servams but Friends , and this is further then 
the unproficable Servants Rate. 

And whereas F. V. chargeth ſuch as ſtrangers to juſtification 
by Faith in the Blood of Chriſt, who ſay, That ſofar as thecreature 


|. is brought out of the filth of this world, and to leave ſin ,. ſo far onely 
ii he juſtified before God, &c. As alſo he tells of a poor fwrner 
| ſtanding juſtified before God, and of God jujtifying the creature, 


while it is in its ſins, in its Hood, page t4. , 

Anſwer, Herein hath 7. V. ſhewed himſelf ignorant of 
juſtification before God by Faith, and of the ſtate of juſti- 
fication, for the Creature is not juſtified as a finner, nor in 
that ſtate wherein it is in the filth of che World, and in its 
blood, but as it is made juſt in Chriſt, being juftified from 
ſin and un godlineſt, and not in ſin, and juſtified from choſe things 
from which it could not be juſtified by cheLaw of Mofer, aud it 
is net the bearers of the lam dhat are juſt before God, hut the doers that 


Pall be juſtofied ; So this juſtification is not without ſanctiſica - 


on, as deceivers do falſly imagine a juſtification of men, when 
they are in the filth of the world, contrary to the Apoſtles 
Doktrine, who ſaid to the Corinthians, But yoare maſhed, but 
ye are ſantiified, but ye are juſtifted inthe Name of the Lord Feſms, 
and by the Spirit of our God, 1 Cor. 6.11. So-that he did not 
deny following the light or Spirit of God within, as in re- 
ference to mans juftification, nor Preach up a juſtification of 
men when they are in the filth of che world, and in their 


Blood as 7. V. frath done, who notwithſtanding, hach im 
page 124. owned à juſtificarion by performing the condition 


of the ſecond Covenant, through the affiftance.of Gods Spi 


rit, and that ſo far forth RS are in Covenane-with- 


Chriſt, and are em to according to his direction, 


ſo fat are they im bleſſed eſtate, avis page the 125. and i 


not that bleſfed eſtate and freedom from the guilt, power: 
and dominion of fm, and 3 7 — 
| g :uftified 
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6 Concerning the Light within, and Chriſts. - 
Juſtified eſtate( ſuppoſeth FF Mo hath he confoundedhim 
ſelf in theſe things who hath alſo granted that they that be- 
lieveare taught ro be holy, as he whick hath called them is 
- holy, and 10 be holy in all manner of conver ſation, becauſe it is 
writter, be ye boly, for I the Lord your God am holy, 1 Pet. 1 14, 
15. Lev. 19. 2. How then are any juſtiſied while they are 
inthe filth of the world. in their fins. and in their blood ? 
Thus all may ſee what groſs abſurdity, confuſion and igno- 
rance this J. V. is in; who alſo ſaich, The bumble do ſee them- 
ſelves in a loft and undone eſtate by reaſon of ſin, which they ang all 
. the world are guilty of. finding themſelves under the curſe of tbe dam, 
c. What falſhood and confution is this, when as thoſe that 
are truly humble are taught of the Lord, and freed from the 
guilt of fin, according to this mans own confeſſion, and the 
humble and contrite heart is a Sacrifice to God, and not to 
be reckoned under the guilt of the worlds fin, nor under 
the curſe of the Law, as this J. V. hath falſely accuſed 
the humble, who are of contrite Spirits whom God re» 
ards. 
K Alſo 7. V. hath accuſed ſuch as followers of the Romiſh Syne- 
gogue, and as being Meſſengers of Satan, who Preach up the ligbt 
within, ſaying, that they lead all ſuch as follow grey he Chriſt 
to themſelves, ſetting up themſelves, &c, As alſo he laithy They 
ſet up that which is indeed the darkneſs of this worid, the traditions 
of men, the Doctrines of the Romiſh Harlot, page 21. 

Anſw, What an abſurd and fooliſh ſlandeter is this man, 
who diftinguiſheth not between the Liz ht within men, and 
the men themſelves, wbenss they who truly preach che Light 
of Chriſt within do not lead them from Chriſt to themſelves, 
but to that which is not of themſelves, chat they may come 
to deny themſelves, as he hath taught, and this we own, 
which is no ſetting up of ſtrife, nor of che darkneſſe of this. 
world, neither is it any Tradition of men, or Doctrine of che 

iſh Harlot, as impudently and falſly F. V. hath charged 
gainſt ſuch as preach the Light within, and ſo hath marii- 
feſted bimſelfco be one of them who pur Light for darknels, 
and darkneſſe for Light, unto whom Woes belongs, Iſa. 5, 20. 
andthe more he ſtrives againſt the Ligbt the more he con« 
founds and ſplits himſelf againſt the Rock, who having cone p 

L e 


| 


comiag in thi" fleſh end dying for alm r. J 
ſeſſed thee what we preach is the work of the Law id . 
hearts, Rom. 2. 15. ans as much as that there is a light in ut 
and all men, contrary to the ſpirit of darkneſſe, andsnow 
chargech us with ſetting up the darkneſſe of this world, and 
the Boctrines of the Romiſh Harlot 3 what groſſe darkneſſe, 

confuſion and bleſphemies hath he here utteted forth; if 
J. V. his heart were not filled with” envy and malice, he 
would not ſhew himſelf thus impudent in his folly and con- 


fuſion. : 


& = i # 


| CHAP. II. 
Concerning the nature and ſtate of Chriſt, and the foul of ni, 


and the Samts Ta of the divine nature; and how: ]. 
bath confounded himjelf, aud Jhemed bis blindneſſe about theſe 


, things, 


1. Wright's words, viz. Thou art a Deceiver, for thou ſayeſt 
not that the fleſh and bones, humane ſoul and ſpirit of that max 
which was born of Mary the Virgin, is tbe Cbriſt; but thou n 
no mention of the humane nature, that which tbou calleſt the Cbni 


| is the ſeed, ſpirit, er light in that man that was born of Mary, p. 


23,24. Kc. ; 
Anſwer, That which wg own to be the Chriſt is the ſame 


that the Apoſtles and true Believers ounedz to wit, That 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord was. made of the ſeed of Alrzhbam and 
arid according to the fleſh, and declared to be the- Son of 


God with Power, according to the ſpirit of holineſſe by the 
Reſurre&ion from the dead, and the ſeed which the pro- 


miſe is to is Chrift, and the laſt Adam was made n quickning 
Spirit, and the Lord is tba: Spirit, ſet Rom . 4, 4. Or; 1.45. 
Gal. 3. 16. 2 Cor. 3. 17. Was the Apoſtle Paul a"deceiver for 


| 2 theſe things ( ſuppoſeth J. W? which are the ſame 
t 


ings we ſpeak, though he count us D-ceivers,' and is not 
this leed or ſpirit which is Chriſt, in them that believe d 
Yer 7. V. hath confeffed That it ought not 10 be Henyedꝭ thay 
the Spirit of Ho!ineſſe in that perſom vbicb was Bra of * 


is the San ef Gad by: teu Generation, Ke. Why then 

ath he judged any to be deceivers for conſe ſing that ſpi- 

rit (or feed) tobe Chrift z-and we conſeſſe Jeſus Chriſt to 
be come in the fleſh, is it then improper to ſay the ſeed which 
is Chriſt came in; the fleſh, and was in that perſon that was 
born ai the Virgin Mary, ſeeing that as be was fo manifelt 
in the fleſh he was the true Chriſt, without any of J. . 
his blind diſtinctions, who aſter he hath granted that the 
ſpirit of holineſſe in that perſon is the Son of God by eter- 
nal Generation, he ſaith, that the bumene nature alſo. of that 
perſon is the Sou of God by temporal Generation, and jet there are 
not two Chriſts but one, &c. Did you ever hear ſuch Doctrines 
as theſe, which are all one as if he had ſaid that the Spirit 
of Holinefſe and humane nature are both one, or that Di- 
vine and humane ate hoth one, whenas they are two diltio& 
things, chat which is humane is of che earth, as the firſt 
man was, as Humone is of Homo, .yhich comes of Humus the 
ground, of which man was made, (as , i. e. Humanus, 
264, N, Terra, aut Humm, ) but that which is Divine is from 
above, us Chriſt is, whois Lord from Heaven; Now though 
this Chriſt in time cook. part of that which the Childcen 
had, vis, fleſhwand bloud, Heb. a. 14, yet we never read that, 
Humane nature is Chriſt, nor that the fleſh and bloud is 
Christ by temporal generation; for to aſſert that is all age 
as to ſay that Chriſt (who is Lord from Heaven) took upon 
kim Qhriſt in time, (bus Chriſt in the fleſh we read of and 
gung neither do we read in the r the ſoul of 
Chrißt is e.humene ſoul, for is nar. bis Soul divine and im- 
mortal? What, is humane and immortal boch one? Oe 
hath he two Souls in one body or perſcn of ſuch differ= 
ing kinds? And if the humane naturs be Chriſt, and alk 
mankind be of the ſame ſubſtance wich Chriſſ accarding to 
thar nature, as F. (auth, page 116. Then it fol lawes that 
the humane ot cuethly nature of alt mankind is Chriſt, and 
then they that would know Chriſt and be ſaved by him, 
they mul aun their earthly for humene) nature to be. 
Chriſt. or the Son af Gad, andJaok: to be ſaved! by it; did. 


ever the preach, ſuch a Choiſt 24:chis > they that 
— #7. by ignorance. of Chrift his natuce, foul 


'and 
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4 aud the Sutnts pattakgsg thiteofe 
and ſpirit, they ace in groſſr darkneffe, Now though we 
450 J. i his weriprare-ike.C and blind ) e 

from which.ic follows thet either chern tauft be tuo Qbriſt 

in one perſon, ot elſe that humene . aud divine ave borh om, 
which no ingenuous per ſon will own; and though we deny 
his vainly imagining a humane or.carnalChrift like himſelf, 
yet ſtill we own the true Chriſt according to the Scriptures, 
who according to the fleſh was of the feed. of Alrabam and 

Dauid, and according to the Spitit is declared to be the Son 

of Gcd with power by the Relurrettion, and that he was 

be word which war made fleſp end dwelt in the Diciplee, 

oby 1. 14. t, % and his death as concerning the fleſh, and 
his Reſurce &ion and Aſcenſion according to the Seripiares 
of Truth we cn, and thut he is Glorifird mith the Futber 
in the ſame glory which: be had wich the Father: befdre th 
world began, and 2s in that ſtate his nature, body, foulj4and 
ſpirit are ſpiritual, divine, end immortal, at the right band of 
power, for as he had power to appear in the trancfiguredtron, 
and after his Reſurrection to appear in divers forms, and 
amongſt the Diſciples; en be doors wete ſhvtz Jan ag. ſo 
now he being glorified with the Father in that his cranſcen- 

dent glory, he is in a further ſtate then in the dayes of the 
flelb, when his body was ſubiect to hunger, cold or ot her 
ſufferings, upon earth;;end ke is nat to be ſup ⁊o be 
like unto corcuptible man, or à Chriſt of the ſame ſubſtanae 
with ſinſul polluted men, though he be the fame Chriſt Rill, 
the ſame to day ye erday and for ever, not divided, and is the 
lame that 2 into the lower parts. of 1be earth, who is al- 
cended far atove all Heaveps,. wht. ba might fill all things with 
bis falne(ſe, who hayh laid, thet-ua may nt l Ehended up to 
Heaven but the Son of man which camt Gown ſhow firm which 

in Heaven, Jobn 3. 13. Epb. 4. 9 70, Pſal. 6P. $6 © + 
J. VV. faich p. 23. what do they Ag then ſay I am Grid, 

whith ſay 12 to the Light. in thy Geeſgiouce which hall eter- 

7s | Pipe may, what 1 Fh po er rn 8 

Jay # eternelly, tobe vuneſſed, 15 there Buy thurg bt i etetu. 

tle 2 but the eternal God; CP re andy 

© Anſz, If J W. did got know what we menn, that h, to 


9 


de eternally witneſſed (as appears he Ager dhe be 
7 CT ' u 


” - . "Of Chriſt aud bis Divine Natura, a 
ſhould not have judged us with directing people unto our 
more” gg with ſaying-we are Chriſt) therein he bach judged 
as fallly, for tharwhich is etetnally to be wirneffed is Chriſt 
who ſpeaketh m us,. Mat, 10; 20. 2 Cor. 2. ty. & 45 5. & 13. 3. 
who may ſpeak in his own name, ang ſuch as would ſtop 
his mouth from ſpeaking where he is manifeſt, are of Anti- 
chrift, _- bi 

And alſo 7. V. his accufing ns with not confeſſing that 
Teſus Chriſt it come in tte fleſh, and wich onely ſaying be ij come 
into our fleſh, c. Theſe are as falſe as the reſt of his ſlandets 
againſt us, and therein hath he contradicted himſelf, for be- 
fore he accuſed us for faying that Chriſt is che ſeed, ſpirit, 
or Light in that man which, was born of Mary; what chen, do 
not we confeſſe Chriſt come in the fleſh, and muſt we deny 
Chriſt comein-our ficth'? Then ſeeing chat Chriſt come in 
the fleſh is a general word not onely including that bol 

, which he took upon him in the womb of che Virgin, but alſo 
the fleſh of all his people, ho are members of bis body, of bis 
e ee. _ 

. 0! Andithe following of che Light within! thereby co attain 
unto Righteouſneſſe, doch not at all render the death of 
Chriſt in vain, as J. W. imagines, for the Saints in walking 
in the Light knew the bloud of Chriſt to cleariſe them from all fin, 
and purified 3btin ſvuli in obeying the Truth through the Spirit, 
1 Pet. 1. 22. 1 John 7. Arid this was not any making of 
the death of Chriſt in vain, but by the Light or Spirit of 
Chriſt a witneſſing the end fulfilled in them, for which Chriſt 
ſuffered,:that they might hr unto him; and how ſhould 
any bear Chriſt in all things, Deut. 18. 13 As z, 72. (as, J. W. 
ſeith) anleſſe rhey follow the Light of Chriff, wiebin, far 
web preaching J. W. in his rage hath called 'u; men of Belrat, 
p-30. ſo what groſſe ignorance and confufion ishe in! And 
.as for Chriſts ſaying if the Light bat is iu thee be dar hucſſe, bow 

t is that darkyeſſe, Mat. 6. 23. This Hach relation co that 

1 eye is evil, chere chat is fuppoſed td pe thi 
Les: which is darknefſe,' upon whietrrheirſuppolition (wh 
were in that ſtate ) Chriſt fpake theſe words, for the Light 
of Chriſt is the ſame that everic was, and in it (elf is un- 

-Changeable, though in ſome it ſhine in darkneſſe, and = 

14204 2 


9 


weſſe comprebend;'it not. And as for thoſe that ſpoke not a- 


* 


AL 


and the Janis peitihing theroef,* 


cording to the word of whom its ſaid, it is becauſe there is no 
Light in them, Iſa. 8. a0. which F. V. alſo alledges, They were 
ſuch as walked in darknefſe, unto whom there was uo i, 
as the Hebrew word fignifies, "MU e TOR for man 
ſpeak contrary to the word, that are reproved by the Ligk 
of Chriſt in them as 7. V. may ſee his own guile thereby if 
he be not peſt feeling) and yet ſueh are come ſhort of the 
morning, for the Light ſhineth in darknefſe amorig ſuch as 
are not led by it to the morning, nor receive Inſtruction from 
it, And note further, that though this 7. V. hathſo much 


ſet himſelf againſt the Light within, and does not own it to 


* 


be in all, yet in page 108 he hath confeſſed That the old un- 
godly World that were deſtreyed by the flood of waters would not 
be turned by the ſtrivings of Gods Spirit, but refuſed that grace 
that was ſo . tendred to them, cc. Wherein to his 
own confuſion he is made to confeſſe to the Truth; for then 
if the old ungodly world had the Spirit of God fo ftriving 
with them, and the Grace of God ſo tendred to them, what 
ignorant men ere they that deny the extent of the Grace of 
God, or the Light of Chriſt now to the world, and will not 
own it to be in the ungodly, nor that they ſhould look. > 
or follow it in them now ? What, was not the old World es 


wicked as the World no is, or is the Grace of God or his 


Mercy now, leſſe then it was to the old World ? 

J. V. in pag 110. ſaith of Chrift, It irbe that bath two 
diſt ind natures in one intire perſon, no perſo: elſe bath the like in 
bim, in him onely dwelleth the fulneſs of the C od-head bodily,in no 
man beſides bim d welletb the god-head in any meaſure bodily, &cc. 

Anſw. Les, the Saints were made partakers of the Di- 
vine Net ure allo, and ſuch received of the fulnefſe of God 
in Chritt grace for grace, and God hath promiſed to dwell 
and walk in bis people, Fobm 1. 16. 1 Cor. 3. 56. 2 Cor. 6. 16. 
and can that ſtate be attained byuny, and nothing of the 
Divine.Nature be in them? Is God in his People and his 
Nature divided? What grofſe confution is this Baptiſt 
in, and not wichſtanding his denyal of the Divine Nature 
being in Believers; In pag. 111. he laith, chat all 
men in reſpect of their ſubſtance of ſpirit ſonal and bo- 
dy, and Chriſt in reſpect of his humane nature (as he 

"a, E calls 


12 Of Chrift and bis Divine Nature, 
calls it) are one, yet in reſpe& of his God. head are not 
one, & what then, hath not the ſoul ofthe Righteous any 
of the Divine Nature in it > How then bath it its immorta· 
lity ? Is any thing immortal that hath not of the D.vine 
Lite or nature init? And are not they that are joyned to 
God one ſpirit ? What blindneſſe is this J. VH. in, whoalſo 
after he batb denyed that nature which is in Chriſt to be in 
any man elſe, ( viz. the Divine nature) he hath in pages 
112, and 136. accounted thet the Divine Nature is the ſpirit of 
bolixeſſe (or that they are one) ſo that in his denying 
the Divine Natuie to be in any except Chriſt, he bath de- 
nyed the ſpirit of holincfle co be in the believers, from 
which it followes that none of the believers are Chriſts, and 
that Chrift bath no flock, for be 1hat bath nut t'e Spirit „. 
Chriſt is none of bis, (o all that reads this may fee bow this 
Baptiſt hath gone about to ſhut Chrift his Nature and Light 
or Spirit ouc of all people, ( not onely. unbelievers but 
Saints) and how his Doctrine tends to keep all people in 
darkneſſe from Chriſt his Divine Nature and Spirit. And 
ſo this Beptift in telling of two diſtin natures in the perſon 
of Chrift, ( viz. the ſpirit of holineſſe or Divine Nature, 
ad the humane nature) and calling each of thefe natures 
the Son of God though he own them to be two diftin& na- 
tures) as in pages 24. K 1 0. & 11. K 112, what he hach ſaid 
herein is all one as if he had ſaid that there are two Chriſts 
in one perſon, when as Chriſt is but one, and is the ſame 
yeſterday to day and for ever, glorified with the Fa ber in tbe ſame 
glory which be bad before the world 4 7 and this Chriſt is in 
the Saints, and the ſame 8 of holineſſe which raiſed up 
— from the dead dwelleth in them, ſo that the I) wine 
ature is not excluded out of them, as this Bep:ift hach 
often implyed; and nowhere do we read in Scripture that 
that nature of Chrift which hath been free from hunger 
and cold ever ſince his Reſucr: &ion,. is a humane (or earth- 
ly) nature according to this mans words, who hath ſhewed: 
himſelf both ignorant of Chrift and his nature, ( as now 
glorified with the Father) which is of an immortal or ſpiri- 
tuel being, or kind. | 
Foſeph Wright ſaith, p. 116. That the fleſh, ſoul and irit of al 
wen, and the fleſh, ſoul and humane Spirit of Chriſt is of one ſub- 
Fence. Anſ®. 


aud the Saints pertaking thereof. 13 
Anſw,. Oh gro e darknefſe and errour, to imagine that 
the fleſh and ſoul and ſpirit both of all men and Chriſt are 
of one ſubſtance ; what then, is the ſoul and ſpirit made up 
of fleſh? If chey be of one ſubſtance then muſt the ſoul dye 
with the body, and then where is its immortality? And 
why is the * a diſtin& thing from the fleſh, and a body 
without the Spiric dead? And further, how are all mankind 
of the ſame ſubftance with Chrift, when as the ſubſtance of 
Chriſt never finned, but thou 7. V. ſayeſt, ye are unclean be- 
cauſe ye are propegated in unclean luſt, what are you of the 
ſame ſubſtance with Chrift or of his nature, (who is in a 
glorified ſtate in immortality and eternal glory) when you 
are ſo propagated and are unclean; thou art yet unclean 
arid exceeding ſortiſh, or elſe thou wouldſt have been aſha- 
med to utter luch confufion and folly as thou haſt done; 
as alſo after thou haft afſerred that all mankind are of the 
ſame ſubſtance with Chriſt, thou haſt cold.us, p. 121. That 
man became like the Devil by fin (as thouſayeſt the Hebrew word 
may be rendred) which is as much as if thou hadſt ſaid, that 
that which is like the Devil is of che ſame ſubſtance with 
Chrift, ſbewing thy ſelf mholy ignorant of Chrift, and of 
his ſubſtance, and fleſh, which is not ſuffered to ſee cor- 
ruprion. 

And further, in pages 128, 131, 132, 134, & 59,59. it may 
be obſerved how thou putteſt afar off the ſtate of the Church, 
or believers being conformed to the Image of the Son of 
God, that he might be the firſt-born among Brethren, 
(as in Rom. 8. 29. ) which thou putteſt afar off as to be at- 
rained, hut at ihe Reſurredion of their bodies from the graves 
(which thou tells of ) and then (thou blindly ſayeſt j Chr 
will give bimſelf unto it, (viz. unto his Church) and mag it = e 
glorious with bis own glorified bumane nature, and then the | 
ſhall reſemble ber bead, kc. Herein haſt thou perverted both 
that Scripture of Rom, g. 29, 30. and that of Epb, 5, 25, 46, 
27. for the Apoſtle does nor put that cleanſed and glorious 
fate of the Church (wherein they were made conformable 
to the Image of Chriſt) afar off till aſter death ag thou 
haſt done, for the Saints were come unto the Church of 
the firſt- born, and knew * born in them, as he _ 

| 2 rſt- 


14, , Of Chrift and his Divine Neture, 
firſt-born in many Brethren, -« wave «Ads, 3nd who be 
juſtified, them alſo be glorified, Rom. 8. 30. and Chriſt gave 
himletf for his Church, that he might ſanctiſie and cleanſe 
it, and preſznr it to hinifelf not baving ſpot or wrink/e or any 
ſ#cb thing, but that it ſhonld be holy and without blem ſh, 
Epb. 5. No do:h not the Church reſemble her head when 
ſhe is brought into that ſtate of purity for which Chriſt 
gave himſelf, which refers ro the time paſt; its not ſaid 
there, that he will give himſelf (as in the future Tenſe) ſo 
to eleanſe his Church at the Reſurreftion of the bodies out 
of the graves, as thy words imply, who alſo to prove that 
the Believers partaking of the Divine Nature in this. Life 
is but in part, bringeſt Rom. 7. 25. Vith my mind I ſerve the 
Law of Gad, but with wy fleſh the Law of fin, wherein. thou 
haſt implyed'that the Apoſtle was pot freed from ſerving 
the Law of lin while he was in this Life, (what a (ad life 
wouldft thou mak+ P.ul to live?) and ſo like the deceivers 
and blind guides haft put freedom from lin afar off till af- 
ter death, that the bodies ſhall be raiſed out of the graves, 
and when that ſhall be thou knoweſt not, when as the Apo- 
ſtle paffed thorow the warfare and atcained to the victory 
over lin, and the Law of the ſpirit of life in Chrift did maky bim 
free from the law of fin and death, which ſometime had ruled 
in his members, and he could ſay before his deceaſe, I 
bave foxght the good fight, &c. though ſeveral times he con- 
deſcended to Leeral” Ates ot'conditions below his own, as 
he did tothe Romani; and ocfers, and became as weak to 
the weak, and as one under the Law to them that were un- 
der the Law, &c. h Hi 
And thou ſayeft, * 139, That bumane nature by perſonal 
cenjumd ion with th: Divine Nature, being become ſo ſpiritual,, 
that it may be tri'y [aid The lat Alem, that is, the, created 
fabſtance In Chriſts' perſon is now made into 4 quickening, ſpi» 
rit, & c | 


To which weſoy, how chen ieall tank nd.of che ſame 


ſubſtanet with Chriſt as thou ſaid be re) what are they all 
quickening'pirirs,or is the Humane Nature of all * 2 kind. 
a;quickening Spirit? Canſt thou not diſlingufſh bet wit 
that whieh #3 Humane (or from the earth) and a ghickening 
+: 151 ; pirit 


— 
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"ard the gun pe pay; is 
1 F . at ain . 4 
spirit ? What giofs abſurdity bat chou bercin 8 Pf 
And what a vaſt difference wouldeſt thou make. berwix* 
© Chriſt and his Nature (nom when he is in a glorifed fate» 
further then inthe dayes of his fleſh ) as if ke were become 
a quickening Spirit which is divine, but there is a nature in 
him that is Humane, ſo the Nature" of the quickening ſpirit - 
is of the earth (according, to oy worde) as the fiiſt Adam 
was, and ſo thou — _ 4 r bet wirt the firſt 12 
nd the ſęecond, tho e fir am and his Humene Na- 
ken is SF the Bart b, W bs red Nature 9 15 
mage is Divine and Heavenly accordinht8 himfelf & Hd is 
Lord f.om Heaven, whoſe ſtate is glorified, ſpiriguyl and 
immortal, wherein thüt which was mortal, hit in time 
he cook upon him, is (wallowed ap of life and idithortalicy, 
and he (as Glorifted ich the FatHEr beforeche world be- 
gan) inade higher then dhe Arige)s; though” they be anni · 
fing Ipirics..* £ aig” eee wo oe rink 
And whereas thou 7 V. counreft it 'Blaſphemors,and of Au- 
tlebriſt, to think that ay part of man, Spirit, Soul or Body is of the 
Divine, Eternal and uncreated Subſtanct, N c. 
©» Torhac we ſay, is not that wherein rhe Soul hath! ics 
immortality of the EcernaliDife or Subftance 7 ele whente 
had the Soul its Life and Immortality, and bat is it in ir 
ſelf ? For ſhall wort the Soul if ſaved from the power of fin, 
be eternally in the feeling and enjoyment of the Love. of 
God ? And it not fo ſaved; thall'if not Etetnally be under 
a ſence of his Anger? And wes not man made in the Image 
of God, and had the Breatbef Life from God in bim Where- 
by his Soul lived ? Was not that Image and Life Immortal? 
And whereas thou ſeemeſt to admit of a Perfection that 


* 1 
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BYitvers toy atroin unto, and yer (ayes, that th pe N 
on of God und of the Divine Nature of Eh, 5 of Uffer⸗ 
ent Nature from the perfection of man, Cc. This is as 
blind a buſineſs as thy former, denying the Divine Nature 
to he in any but Chriſt; for there is no true Le en 
Holineſs that che belie vers attain to, but what they have in 
God and- Ohriſt aecording te his Divine Nat ate ift bien 
; thapPercakevf in bim, bo hich exhbrted cht Saints 150 
Peiſect, as their Heavenly Father is Perfect, that they 
n πνσαεν might 


16 Concerning. the Refurreftion, and J. W. 

mighede Holy in all manner of converſation ; ſo that thy 
tinful Doctrines (which are for ſin the tearm of Life) do 
tend to make che commands and Work of Chriſt of none 


„.— 


1 


CHAP. III. 


Conseruing the Reſurreflion, and J. W. his filly reaſoning and 
vain conceits about it. | 


Nd as concerning the Reſurrection from the dead, we 
do not ſay that the Reſurrectioa is paſt with us, as J. 
W. in page 63. doth falſly accuſe ue, for we are in him who 
is the Reſurrection & the Life, and by whom comes the Re- 
ſurreſtion from the dead, Fobs 11.25.1Cor. 15-21.and we are a- 
gainſt choſe that in ſaying che Reſurrection is paſt, have gone 
about to deſtroy(or do overthrow the Faith of ſome, 2 Tim. 
2. 18. for through Faith many are in the way to attain to the 
Reſurrection ofthe juſt; and ſo according to the Scriptures 
wedoownaReſurre&ion boch of the jaſt and unjuſt, and that 
ſome ſhall come forth co the ReſurreHion of Life, ch they that 
abide in the Faith until deach ſhall attain to, and others to 
che Reſurreftion of Condemnation which is their portion who 
believe not in Chrift, who is the Reſurrection and the Life 
wherein th? Righteous ſhall ſhine as the Start for ever and ever, but 
the wicked ſhell riſe ta ſhame and contempt, Dan. 12.2, 3. And 
why does 7. V. count it abſurd, is in pages 54, 55. that the 
Seed of God ſhould be fown in one condition and raiſed in 
another; ſeeing the Apoſtles words are pla in to that effect, 
for that which thau ſomeſt is not quickened except it die; and doth 
not that Sced ſuffer in man by corruption, before it be raiſ- 
ed in incorruption, and is it not the Seed of God tht is 
ſownin weakneſs and raiſed in Power, and every Seed ſhall 
have its own Body, and what is it God gives a Body to as it | 
enſet h him but che Seed >? And what Seed is chat is raiſed in 
ncorruption , 2 and Power, but the Seed of God? 
before which ſtate of the Seed be attained ro, the Seed it 
Tab - known 
— | 


bis filly reaſoning and vain conceits abort it. 17 
known in ſuffering in death and in corruption, tho in ĩt 
ſelf it be incorruptible; for it could not be (aid it ſhall be 


* * quickened,, unleſs after it be ſonn it dye 3 ang in telpeq ot 


its being ſown,in weakneſs and dying, (as to them in whom 
it is ſown, who are not redeemed into the ſtate of the ſe- 


cond Adam) its ſaid to be ſown a Natural Body, as alſo 


there is a Natural Seed , or Seed of Abrabam gccording to 
the fleſh, that this Seed of God takes hold on or takes upon 
it ; but in reſpe& of its being raiſed in Power and Glory, it 
is Spiritual and Immortal, as ery beyond that ftate in 
which it is ſown in weakneſs, which ſtates none comes truly 
to know, but as they come into death with the Seed, and to 
be raiſed up by the Spirit that raiſed up Jeſus from the 
dead, which ſpirit where ic dwells doth quicken the mor- 
tal bodies, and doth bring into the likeneſs of Chriſts Glo- 
rious Body, andas many asare dead with Chrift ſhall live 
and appear with him in Glory, and wicneſs che Body of 
theirlowneſs made like unto his Glorious Body, whoſe they 
are, and ſuch w ho come to the Reſurre&ian of the Juſt, and 


' toſee the mortal Body which was dead becauſe of fin,quick- 


ened by the __ of Chriſt dwelling in chem, ſhall come co 
witneſs that of Hoſes 12, 14 fulfilled, for they ſhall come to 
be ranſomed from the Power of the Grave, and redeemgg from death, 
as the Seed comes to live and reign, which canuot be holden 
of death nor kept in the Grave, but is the deſtruction of 
the Grave; and this the Prophet witneſſed when he wasde- 
livered from the power of the Grave, and his ſoul brought 
out of the Pit, by the des whereof the Graves were ſet; 
And why ſaith J. V. in page 60. as chat arifing which 
Chriſt through che Faith of the Operation of God, is not 
the Keſurre&ion from the dead, nor the ſtate of perfection 
which the Faithful unro death ſhall obtain? &c. What do 
not they chat riſe with Chrift riſe from the dead? And was 
not chat the ReſurreRion from the dead that Saint Paul. de- 
fired to attain to? Pbil. i 11. Are not all men in fin dead? 
And do not ey that rife with Sun riſe out of ſin, ſeeing 
the Saints that had been dead in cr es and ins, when 
they were quickened and raiſed in C _ they were come 
to live in him with whom they ſhall live, who firſt 
knew 


_—_ , 


n  ;, Covcerting the Reſurrelſion, . R. 
" knew what it was to die with him, or to be baptized in 

his death, fer the dead in C briff ſhall ri ffs uid is or thy 
A Rate of perfection, where chere is Refi 76h il hrift, 
tom in f the det hi which camein by it? For is it Hot 
in that esulſed thee imperfection? And that tſie Reſurrection 
from the dead, is a railing of man from che oo in every 
part wherein he is dead by reaſon of fin, and to live in e- 
_y pare wherejn he liyed before he finned, (co wit) to be 
' alive in Spirit, Soul and Body, as in page 66. Who denies 
that? For becauſe of tin, drach hath come over man in every 
parc, both over{piric, ſoul and body 3 ſo that where man is 
raiſed out of fin by Chriſt, who is the Reſurrection and the 
Life, his Spirit is quickened that it can rejoyce in God, and 
his ſoul is-raiſed up out of death, that it can magniſſe him 
who is the Saviour; and if Obriſt be in 72 the Bod) i drad be- 
cauſe of ſin, and the ſame ſpirit that raiſed p Jeſus from the dead 


ſhall quicken the mortal Body, and the Creature it (elf thereby 
comes to be delivered it» the Glorious liberty of the Cons of God; 
ſo that the Reſurre&ion of che whole man (onde every man 


in bis x order, 1 Cor. 15.23.) over whom: and the 
Grave had Yoininion we own, and do not takel part of it 
for the whole, 28 falſly J. V. accu ſeth us; But whereas F. 
V. ima ineth that the Redemption of the Body ſpoken of 
in Rom. 8. Which the Saints groaned travelled and waited 
for is not to be enjoyed till the Natural and viſible bodies 
of mei nal be raiſed out of the Graves, as in page 65. 
und 5. and 55, This is like the reſt of his vain Imagmations 
and fooliſh dreams about the Reſurrection and other thing, 
for this would ſuppoſe that that Redemption of the Body 
from the bondage of Cortupt ion which Saint Perl and other 
Saints fo many hundred 'yeats agoe did travel, and walt, 
and hope for in their ſuffering late] is not yet artained, 
which would render their Faith, Hope and Travel ineffectu- 
al ; and what then wat that bondage of corruption, and that 
ſuffe ring under which the * ſuffered, and from which 
they wairedfor redemption, is-if (ome bondige or filff-ritig 
that the Saints ſo long deceaſed” both were i cheit” dayes 
(and are yet) in ſufferitig under, — — not yer attain- 
ed tothe redemption of the body, which'fo long ſince they 
| | craveled 


travelled for, as this J. VV. ignorantly ſeems ta imply, 
-- which bis reaſon. js like his ſaying, that God is declated t 
be the God of Abrabum, Iſaac and Jacob, becauſe theit bodies 
which are dead ſhall live again, when as he was their God, be- 
caiiſe they lived with him and were in him, and were in the 
boſom of the Father, who is not the God of the dead but of 
the living; And as for that of Job 19. 25, 26, 27. Which he 
mentions, where Job kyew bis Redeemer living, and that he ſhould 
ſtard upon the Eartb, and that in his fleſh be ſhould ſee God whom 
(ſaid ne) I ſhall ſee for my ſelf and mine eyes ſhall beb:td, 8c. 
After this Job knew his hope hereinfulfitled, when he faid 
to the Lord, Chap, 42. I have beard of thee by the Hearing of 
_ tbe Ear, lat now mine eyes” ſeeth thee, Now it is noe to be ſuppol : 
ed that Job did either ſee or expect toſee God with bodily 
or carnal eyes, for who ſo imagines, they muſt ſuppoſe God 
to be viſible like themſelves, and not a Spirit, nor an im- 
mortal invifible being, who is to be ſeen ſpiritually and nor 
carnally, whois in chat immortality and Glory with no 
man (as mortal) cen approach to or behold with that which 
is mortal: and what filly reaſoning is it for 7 V. from that 
of Rev. 20. 4. to Query What pa t of man is it which is capable 
of being bebeaded; Is it not the Body ? Therefore the bodies lived, 
c. When as that of Rev. 20,4, ſpeaketh onely of the Souls 
of them that were behead:d for the witneſs of Feſw, and 
the Word of God; fo that his reaſon is as if he had (aid, 
that becauſe the ſouls of them that were beheaded lived, 
therefore their Bodies when they were behcaded lived, when 
as the ſouls and that which was beheaded are ſpoken of as 
diſtinc things (viz. ) che Souls of chem that were beheaded; 
ſo that where the Scripture mentions the ſouls, as including 
the whole man or men, as Gen. 46. 27. which 7. V. cites, 
this will not prove his abſurdity z and the like reaſon for his 
dream about rhe bodies hath he in page 70. from Luke 16. 
of the rich mans beingtormented, which torment ( heſaith) 
is tobe ungerjiood to be ut on the body of the rich man, from his deſire 
that Lazarus might be ſent to dip bis finger in Water, to cool bis 
tongue, a part of bis Body, c. Wherein I, W. ſheweth himſelf 
both ignorant of Parables and myſteries, wherein he hath 
Implyed, as if the rich mans body was then in hell when be 
, ways 


38. 


wes ſocormented 3 when as Chriſt faith, The rich man dyed 
aud wat buried, amd ſpeaks hat of Luzaryy & the rich man, as 
in the time pal & chen here was thut Hell out of which he 
that was in it could fee 1 azarw in Abrabams boſom, 'betwixt 
Abrabam and which Hell there was a great gulf fixed? And 
what was it in the rich man then that let him ſee Aru am 
and Lax us a far off? Did he ſee them when be was in Hell 
with bodily eyes, yea or nay? And as for I. V. his Compa- 
riſon, age 55. of the Wheat arifing out of that very Seed, 
and that very Kernel which was ſown , even ſo (faith he) 
Jhall it be in the Reſurreflion from the Dead, the Natural and Vi- 
ſible bodies of thoſe that believe in Chriſt, although they ſhall not be 
raiſed as thty are ſown, yet they ſhall be raiſed out of the Grave, 
&c. This is contrary to Job. 7. 9. and 1 Cor. 15. 37. and this 
his Compariſon doth not para lel his matter intended and 
«flerted, unleſs he can prove that the Bodies of all that are 
deceaſed or die, are ſo reſerved, and their ſubſtance re- 
main ia the Earth or Sea where they die, as the Wheat that 
is ſown which brings forth its own Body, which abſurdity 
no rational man will believe, though herein he hath contra- 
died himſelf, for the ſame grain of Wheat that is ſown, is 
not that Body or Ear that grows forth; and ſaid the Apoſtle, 
x Cor. 15. 37. Thou ſoweſt not that Body that ſhall be, though eve- 
ry Seed ſhall have its own Body, which whoknows the my- 
_ of the differing Seeds, they come to know the Body of 
each , which are of the Nature of thoſe Seeds they belong 
to; and there is alſo a Natural Body and a Spiritual Body which 
are diſtinct things, as there is a firſt man and a ſecond. man 
which differ; and ſo there are Terreftial Bodies, and Bodies 
Caxleftial which are diſcerned , and the ſtate of each diſtin- 
iſhed, where that Body which is Spiritual, which differs 
om that which was Natural is diſcerned and ſeen ; and this 

is hid from all blind and empty Profeſſors, who are in their 
"Dreams and Imaginations, imagining that chey ſhall ſee 
God with their Carnal or Viſible Eyes, and by ſuch imagina- 
tions have in the long night of Apoſtacy blinded the fimple, 
and begot them into a blind Faith and Hope, which ſtands 
not in the Power of God, nor the Seed which is Chrift which 
is riſen to deſtroy, and to root ont the evil Seed 9 
en 


„ Com 


his filly reaſoning ænd vain conceits about is. mx 
been ſown in the night by the envious one, whole 


It 
are in chat oppole the good; and where proves J. W. by 


pture that man that was made of the duſt of the Earth, had 
not in his Body dyed or returned to duſt, had he not tranf+ 
greſſed, as in page 61.? Muſt not all things return to their 
Center? For ſhall not the Bodies of the Juſt return to duſt, 
who are redeemed from Tranſgreſſion and waſhed from fin 
by the Blood of Chriſt? What was that death that Adam 
dyed in the day he eat of the forbidden fruit, ſeeing that his 
Body lived hundreds of years after that ? 


CHAP. iv. 


Concernivg what we appeal to in men, and the Subject of our Ex- 
bortations : And J. W. his groſs Lyes and Slanders againſt ug 
at out theſe things. ; 


Hereas J. V. hath accuſed us of Fearful Blaſphemy, for 
W ſpeaking to the Light in the Conſcience, or to the 
Seed of Godin men ; Which (faith he) ſuppoſetb, that that 
which they call Chriſt bath done Iniquity, elſe aby do they ſay Re- 
pent repent, with exhortations to depart from ſin, &c. So that heſaith, 
They reprove Chriſt ,exhort Chriſt, councel Chriſt, yea they ſay they 
ſpeak to that of God in the Conſcience which ſhall eternally; witneſs ; 
ſo that they Teach God, reprove God,counſel God, Oh horrible blaſ- 
phemy, thus far J. V. page 98. &c. $3 
Anſwer, What abomimable falſhoods & groſs miſtakes are 
theſe againſt us; for as we are manifeſt in mens conſciences 
in the light of God, fo we appeal or ſpeak to his Light in 
them as our witnefſe, which beareth Teſtimony to whar 
we ſay, and do not make that Light the ſubject of our exhor- 
tat ions or reproofs, but the Creature that is to he turned to 
Chriſt and his light within neither is the Light ever reproves 
able or guilty of any evil, but that which tranſgreffeth it; 
And this {ight we appeal to as our witneſs for the Truth, e- 
ven in the wicked who rebel againſt it, and weare'a good 
ſavor to God even in them char periſh, And To is charge 
F 2 againſt 


'L 


* 22 ; Concerning what we appeal to in ming. and 


againſt us, as not Preaching to the Creature} when 
e appeal to the Witneſs of od in men, is exce lag falſe - 
and fooliſh; For cannot men appeal to = thing as 2 wit- 

neſs for Truth and true Judgement, but they muſt make ic 

the Subject which they reprove or appeal againſt? What groſs 

ignorance is this J. Mis iu! And is not the Truth where ever 

it is Preached manifeſt to that of God in mens Conſclen- 

ces, and in our ſpeakiñg or appealing to the ligbt of Chriſt in 

mens Conſeiences, we do not ſuppoſe that Chriſt is ſaved by 

our Preaching, nor that he is in à fallen condition, as im- 

pudently this Baptiſt hath accuſed us in page 99. . 

And whereas heſeems ſo much to be offended , that any 
Doctrine or Miniſtry ſhould be directed to the Seed of God 
in man, or that Salvation ſhould becendred to that, he hach 
manifeſted himſelf wholly ignorant of the Seed of God in 
that ſtate as a Seed; For do not the Promiſes of God belong 
to the Seed, and when the Spirit of Promife moves any true 
Witnefſe to declare them, are they not to be directed to the 
Seed which they belong to? ſhould the Prophets mouths 
have been ſtopt when they Propheſied to the Seed? And 
Chriſt as he hath Power to lay down his Life which no man 
taketch from him, lo he hath Power tc take it again, Foby 
10. 17, 18. and to raiſe up his own Life or See in his People; 
Did not his own Arm or Power bring Salvation te him ? Iſ:,6;, 
x. And where he is manifeſted in that Power in his Saints, 
may he not ſpeak thorow them to his own in others where 
manifeſt in a leſs meaſure ? And did not Saint Paul travel till 
 Chrift was formed in the Galathiians ? -Gal, 44 19. And what 

ignorance is it in J. V. to deny (in page 106.) that Chr.(t 
Preached to the Spirns when they were in Priſon ? Seeing that 
when be was quickened by the Spirit, he Preached to the 
Spirit tin Priſon, 1 Pet. 3. 19. As alſo he was promiſed to open 
the Priſon Doors, and bring forth the Priſoners out of rhe Priſon- 
houſe, and he it is that ſaith to the Priſoners, ſhew your 

elves, 
Landi in p. 141. hath further charged abſolute falſhoods 
upon us, in ſaying as that the crꝛature mam is not the ſubje} of 
; our bleſſings, buy « ſuppoſed ſeous and that the ſubject of our curſe 
Che Caich.) i not tho creature man confiſting of ſpirit, foul and 4 
* 95 


5 . "+> ap 
E- =. « the Nubjcci ac d Babirtefions, | 292 "x3 } : 

#tenttaryifeed; likzly the Devil; Ac Theſe are x wicked n 

Zn he — we exhort to per- 
fection we never incend that it he creature man with all the 

+ helps he can lay hold on, either is, can, or ought to be per- 

fect, as in pages 235, 146, 1459. when as on che contrary we . 

affirm that the cicature man las he comes into the feed of 

God, which the bleſſing is originally to, which is perfect, 
and to be in the nature and lite of it, therein he partakes 
of the bleſſings which are in that feed and grows unto a 
perfe& man as the Saints did; and on the contrary, as men 
or Creatures are joyned to the evil ſeed, and ſeryants to 
the Devil, ſo they become ſubjects wich the Devil of the 
curſe and anger of God which they treaſure up to them- 
ſelves, and this is no emboldning man on in his ſin, nor 
advantagious to Satan, (as he ſaith) p. 141. And we neither 
exhort God nor Chriſt to perfection, nor make them the 
ſubjeas of our e hortation, as F. V. in effect hath accuſed 

us; who but an impudent malicious man would have char- 
ed ſuch wicked lyes, abſurdities and blaſphemies upon 

us as he hath done? Are theſe the fruits of the Baptiſts Ipi- 
rit ? Sad is that peoples Rate that have appointed this * 
Fight for a defence unto them, or their way; as he accounts 

himſelf, and poorly are they defended by him. 


CHAP. V. 


Concerning Ordinances, and J. W. bis idolatry and falſho1d about 
Water Baptiſm. ; 


- A Nd whereas in pages 33, 42, and 188. thou J. V. haſt 
accuſed ſueh as do preach the Light within; with deny- 
ing Baptiſm in water, prayer, and laying on of bands, and with 
reproaching and deſpiſing the Ordindace the new Teſtament, and 
with calling prayer and laying on of bands carnal, Kc; 
To this we lay, thou haft groſely ſlandered and impu- 
dently belyed us in theſe,” as in many other chings, fob 
both prayer, laying on of hands, and ocher — us, 
they 
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they ans penfarmed in the Faser ef Nm bythe: headings of 
re pig weown z- but where fuch exc ure done ont of 
the Power os leadings of that Spitic in mens wills, they are 


but formal, a empty, and as ſuch to be denyedzand 
the aue Bapti 


„Et. 4. 5. which the ourward was but as a 
re of we wieneſſez And further note howethowhaft con- 
tradifted thy ſelf in pages 189. and 160. thou beſt accuſed 
us for laying an of hands, and for proping once in thirteen 
dayes at leaſt, with ſuch as are inclinable to our Principles, 
how then do we reproach and deſpiſe prayer · and laying on 
of hands, an in g U termi thou haſt accuſed us? how 
art thou confounded in thy malicious accuſations, - which 
confuſion is a fruit of thy envy? for where en vy is there is 
confuſionz and whereas thou art pleading for the Baptiſm 
of Believers in water, a8 au ordinance of great eutbority, and 
at being appointed to ſigniſie the buri.l and Reſurrocti a of Chriſt, 
and the fellomforp of true bilievers in bis death; | aud that it con- 
fiſteth not in the: bare putting aan the filth-of the fleſh as the 
iſh Baptiſms did, Heb. 9. 9. and that the effeft of it is greater 
then the of thoſe legal waſhings, and thy proof is, 1 Pet, 
21,22, TR OPENER 0 
Anſw. In thy Epiſtle to che Churches thou-counfeſteſt 
them not to diſcourſe this Spirit about che Authority of 
Ordinances, (meaning the ſpirit of ſuch az preach up the 
Light within and in thy other Epiſtle to them that ſo preach, 
thou pretendeſt as if thou would not be diſputing about 
Ocdinances when the differegce is about the ſubſtance, yet 
now in contradiction to by former counſel and pretence, 
thou haſt diſputed about rhe, authority of Water Beyctiſm, 
which thou applaudeſt as thy great Ordinance, as if there 
were more efficacy in it then the bare putting away the 
filch of che fleſb; how haſt thou diſcovergd thy lyingſpixic 
and \confution of Babylon, one while qo cotlaſtLothers, and 
to pretend not to dilcourſe about Ordinances, and then 
afterward to contend for them as thou haſt done, (though 
to little effect or put poſe, they t hat cannot (ee thy fal hood 
and folly herein are ſtack blind; and that of 1 Pet; 3. 21. 
aa. thou haſt abſolutely perverted it, for it does noc (prove * 
your Beptiſm in Water to have more in it then the —— 
| waſhings 


| for there is a plain diſtinRion bet wint rhe inward 


waſhings or baptizings, Heb. g. . ſur there is mention of the 


iſm that ſuveth, which iy movethe putting away of the 
bf the! eſhʒ but the aner of n geod; Cauſcience, which 
the cut ward water or waſhing is mencioned a8 4 7 0% 
iſm 
that ſaveth, and the outward waſhing: or putti — the 
filth of the fleſuʒ and the true believers in Chriſt are come 
furtber then that which is but the ſigu on ſigu re, or doth 
but fignifie Chrifts bunal, Reſurtrection, or their fellowſhip 
in his death, for they are come to be beftized inte his death, 
and tobe raiſed in h life by that Spirit which hath baptized 
them, which is che ſubſtance wherein the fignes and ſhadows 
are ended, which. Chriſt through his death and luffermg 
made way for mens Redemption out of, and abolifhed the 
Law of Coomandements by which theſe ourward ſhadows 
and figures which related to that ſtate ther was under the 
Law were upheld, where the poſleſſion of the holy Seed 
which is the ſubſtance, was not attained to, and the uſe of 
ſuch outward Baptiſms or ſhadows by any of the Apoltles 
tor a time) does not prove them of force by a — 
Chriſt falfilled them and aboliſhed the Law of them, 
13. C/. 2. 14. 20. and through ſfſering made way for a fur- 
ther, more glorious and liviag diſpenſatien then that 
wherein the ſigna, ſia dos or figures were upheld by a bN. 
And where proves 7. V. that dut ward Beptiſm in Water 
does ſigniſie or reſemble Chr iſts death, burial, or Refus- 
rection, as he hath implyed ? We hope he will not {ay that 
Believers dye in outward Baptiſm and are buried three daies 
in the Water, as Chrift was in the Earth ; ſo that Water 


2 55 when it was practiced by a command from heaven 
ns 


did, it had rather a reſemblance or ſigniſication of 
the ſtate of Believers and their inward waſhing, then of the 
ſtate of Chriſt in his ſufferings and ReſurreQion, And 
where J. Vas a proof for his Water Baptiſm, brings Rem. 
6. 4, Col. 2. 12. We are buried with) bim by Beptiſm into (death, 
Nc. In chis he hach contradicted hamiſelf; for before this 
Baptiſm in Water was but to fignifiethe Burial and Reſur- 
rection of Chriſt, and the fellowſhip of the Saints in his 
Yearh, and therefore it could not be chat Baptiſm hy * 
ent they 


| reine eter Baptiſm. © | 
they were buried with Chriſt into death; ſo all may ſee 
what Idolatry he is in about Water, and hom he is mudied 
in his — nf though he (withourijuft cauſe} is offended 
that we ſhould count their Buptiſm a carnal empty ſhadow 
or low thing that God is gone out of, though it be both 
true and apparent enough, fince they make ſuch an Idol of 

it, and practiſe it without either immediate command from 
Heaven, or motion of Gods Spirit for it, but onely do it 
by tradition and imitation from the uſe of it in the time 
of the Churches Infancy, when peoples minds were not 
redeemed out of ſuch chings. And as for Chrifts ſendin 
the blind man to waſh his eyes in the pool of Siloam, who 
when he had waſhed came ſecing, Jobn 9. 6, 7. This is no 
proof for your plunging or baptizing People in water, 
though 7. V. thou haſt brought it for thy proof, ſo that 
thou haſt but herein diſcovered thy idolatrous Spiritz and 
for all thy Baptiſm in Water thou art yet blind, thy eyes 
are not opened, though thou haſt had more of thy body out- 
wardly waſhed then thy eyes. 5 e e 
And further in p. 39. and 30. Jeſepb VVright ſaith, That 
Baptiſm in Mater in the Name of Feſus Chriſt is unto the Re- 
pentant Believer. the way of Salvation, becauſe Gbriſt bath welked 
herein to maky it ſo, &c. and that as the ſinuer comes to be maſhed 
in bis body with pure water, ſo be comes is be ſprinkled in his heart 
or ſpirit with the blond of Cbriſt from an evil conſcience, and to 
prove it he cites Heb. 10.22. [ ; 

Anſw. Here it may be ſeen how this Baptiſt goes on in his 
Idolatyy, and what a great Idol he hath made of Water 
Baptiſm, to account it the way of Salvation, and ſo he hach 
ſet up another way for Salvation then the true Miniſters did, 
for Chriſt is the way of Life and Salvation, and the Rock 
from whence comes the water of Life, which ſprinkles the 
heart from an evil Conſcience, and chis is not a carnal or 
viſible Element of the world; ſo that this Bani in prea- 

ching up water Baptiſm vo bet he way to Salvation, he would 
limit Chriſt and his ſalvation, as if none were in the 
way of ſalvation, but a company of Beptiſts or ſuch as 
are plunged by chem in ourward Water; and ſo if 
that wacer-Baptiſme be the way of Salvation, mo * 4 

T , Tin, 


III 


” Chyift, (but this is another Chriff then the true Apoſtles 


ö Concerning Water Baptiſm and other FEA 
reached,fo that this Doctrine herein muſt needs be Anti- 
chriltjati ) from which alſo it follows that choſe that would 
know the way of falvation and come ro C, they muſt 
go'to the Baptifts for Chriſt and Salvation, which if their 
Water- B. pt iſm be it, then they can make Chrift, and make 
a way of Salvation, and then in ſuch places where there is 
not outward water enough to be found to plunge people in 
over head and ears, there they muſt want ſalvation if chen 
Watec-Baptiſm be itz and if the ſinter comes but to be 
ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, when his body is waſhed 
in outward water, and that be the way of cleariling a heart 
from an evil conſcience, then it ſeems that all mens con- 


ſeiences are evil but the Bajtiſts; And thus he hath diſco- 


vered his abſurdity and groſſe Idolatry, as one that never 
knew the way of Salvation, nor that living water which 
cleanſeth the heart from an evil conſcience,nor that one Bp- 
tiſm of rhe ſpiritwhich the Saints preached, by which they 
were all baptized intoore body, which is the ſubſtance, where- 
in the ant itype, and end of ſhadows, and figures, and how far 
they reached, is ſeen and'manifeſted; and 7. V. thy do&rine 
of Idolarry tend more to ſtrengthen the Papiſt in their way 
for the Popiſh maſſe then theirs who presch up the Ligtt 
within, though thou haſt charged fack a Preacher of the 
Light with denying the bread which is eaten in that yon call the 
Lords Supper to be made of Corn, or the Wine that is drinkto be the 
Fruit of (he Vine, as in Pag. 38. but him whom t hou haſt ſo se- 
cuſed, thon haſt not diſcovered by name, nor where he 
ſpoke it, for there isnone that truely owns-and Preaches the 
light within, that will ſay thatoutward bread which is eaten 
in that calſed che Lords Supper is got made of Corn, or deny 
the outward Wine that is drunł to be the fruit of the Vine; 
But this we know, that the Lords Supper is a myfterie which 
you who hve in deceitand iniquity, who are doating about 
ourward ſhadows, as bread, and wine, and water,) never 
en eto cat or drink at, but only they.who ate come to the 
Luwh 6f God that rakes way ſin; and to the martiage Sup - 
per of the Lamb, who ſaith, b:hold I ſtand at the door and Keck, 
be x 6 3+ G if 
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g our grrour, 
Now if cither of the 


Gion, on 

5 u ha judged us, without 

an i&ion (or exception) and thus all may (re hat an 
unjuſt Judge thou art, and how thou art ſpoiled in thy 
. wicked 


p 


- Concerning Wer Baytiſme xd: ether tig. 2 VL ; 
wicked ends and deſigũt, and what an irrational man thou. "jg 
art ſo abſolutely to judge them for the miſt of darkneſſe for 

ever, whom thou haſt expected to believe and obey the Go- 

ſpel (if not a ſober:Antagonift ) ar at leaſt wiſe thou haſt 
tended ity truly its high time for thee ta repent, for 


— 


art far from the Life of the Goſpel, or its faith and obe- 
dience, who notwichftanding haſt accounted us more proud 
then others for judging or reproving, yet in ſuck a high 
degree haſt ſet thy ſelf, co be .z Judge, rn ar ſuch as 
preach the Light within, for the miſt of e for er, 
(though thou haſt pretended to ha ve an expeRation of Re- 
entance, Faith, and Obedience from ſuch as thou haſt ſo 
judged. And you ite were wont to exclaim againſt 
others for judging, though now you can ſo peremptorily 
judge ſuch to be rewarded with the miſt of darkneſſe for ever, 
who do both preach and own the Light of Chrrſt wit hin, 
which they that follow ſhall not abide in darkneſſe but thall 
receive the Light of Life. The Lord open your eyes, who have 
been deceived and miſled by ſuch Blind guides and defen- 
ders as 7. V. is, that _=_ — eſcape out of cheir ſnares, 
and come out of che darkneſſe and confuſion herein they 
have led you, that yon, may know the Light of the Truth 
to open your underſtandings, and to guide your feet into 
the way of Trath, and the path of the juſt, which is the 
ſhining Light that ſbineth more and more untill the perſect day, 
in them that believe and obey the Light of the Lord and 
his Truth in then. 5 | 


* — 
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CHAP: VL 
Concerning Quaking and Trembling. 


He next particular obſervable is about Quoking and 
Trembſing, and about this . mattes w great ſtir, 
with ſeyeral. vain ſtoftez, Anf im p 1544) He faith, I 1 
woful vi tation, for it doth not come with 4 fill ſeft voice; but 
with Earthquakes, and rending the * putting the poor creature 
| 2 into 


30  ©+3:Clucetvtn} Que un HHremkling .-. 
imo 4 woful condition; for ob What quakings and ſpakings, trims: 
bli band fearings,) whit pulling, ant dragting it at that time, 
as if the very beart muſt be pulled ant, all the bowels torn in 
Peres, and one limb went from auot her, aud ben thauuclean ſpi- 
rit bath pronouncyd:ſuch woes terraurs and judge ment i a5: long as 
be thinks fit, which by then is called Hell, than the ſad Spirit 
ſpeaks peace 10 them, c. And allo ſayeſt that this Spirit ſpeaks 
with a-pocal voice in the bottom of the bellies of them that ae 
Poſſeſſtd. therowith, hin rying the creature up and down with motions 
revelations and commands, &. % 5 

Anſw. To ill which we anſwer, J. V. bath: here ſhewed 
not onely ignorance of the works of the Lord and his waies, 
but hatred and malice againſt them, and hath uttered ma- 
ny reviling words againſt;that which he knows not, and if 
he had hved in the dayes of old when the Servants of the 
Lard quaked and trembled, and roared out becauſe of the 
terrour of the Lord that was upon them, what would he 
have ſaid, ſurely no leſſe of them then he bath done of us 
at this day, and would have called it an unclean ſpirit, 
and a woful viſitation and condition; and therefore we (hall 
firſt prove out vf the'Scriptures that there was ſuch a thing 
as trembling and quiking und roaring one even as men di- 
ſtrated among t he Servants of the Lord in generations paſt, 
and then ſhall vindicate ſuch a ching in theſe our dayes up- 
on this reafonzi Thar God and his works and dilcoveries 
are the ſame in this age according to the manifeſtation of 
his power amougſt his People as ever they were; Se dread- 
ful was the appearance of God that Moſes ſaw, that he ſaid I ex- 
ceedingly-fear and quake, Heb. 12. 21. and David roared out 7y 
reaſon of the d:{quietneſſe of bis beart, and bis beart panted, an t 
bis ſtrength failed, and there mH no ;forudneſſe in bis fleſh, ror 
any reſt in lis bores, Pſal. 38. and bis fleſh trembled becauſe of ibe 
Fudgements of God, Plal. 115. 128. And its ſaid, while I ſiffe i the 
terrours of the Lord I am as a diſtratied man, Plal. 88. 1. And 
Exra ſeid, I rent my garment and my mantle, gud pluck! off the 


bair F my bead, and of m brerd, and on it ed, and 
3 — 2 — o 4 15 4 e, 
of the God, I 19 Tery alſo ſaid that, be 
rrambled,(and bis bones did halb, ard be ali © drunken 11 


a 8. 34 * Vo : 


10551 ; Fi 
er. 23. 9. And the Prophet "Habakkul ſaid, my' belly Walls 


. praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſſe according to his promiſes; 
if 


my lips quivered at the voice, rottenneſſe entered-my bones, and I 
trembled in my ſelf, chap. 3. 16. and St. Paul war among the 
Corinths in much trembling, and extorted the Saints to werł out 
their Salvation with fear and trembling, I bil. 2. 12. And thus it 
is manifeſt throughout the Scriptures of both Old and New 
Teſtament, that the Saints and Servants of God did tremble 
and were aſtoniſhed, and were as diſtracted perſons, and 
there dere earthquakes among them, & rending of the rocks, 
and quakings, and ſbekings, and tremblings, and feirings, 
(as J. V. his words are) and the appearance of the Lord 
was wonderful, and wrought wonderful effects and opera- 


tions upon them, though this ſame 7. VV. ſeems ignorant 
of, like as if he had never read the Scriptures, though in 
place elſewhere he ſpeaks highly of them, yet tis manifeſt 


he is not in that Truth and Power of God which they de- 
elare of, but is a ſcorner and reviler, and one wich the pro- 
phane wretches that believes not the Truth of the Scriptures 
but ſcorns at the work of God, and ſuch as tremble and quicke 
at his words, whom be regards, Iſa 66. | un u 
And ſeeing that the Seriptures do thus plentifully prove 
ſuch an operation, as quaking, and trembling, and trouble, 
and terrour, through the manifeſtation of the Power of 
God, we cannot but for the name of the Lords ſake vin- 
dicate the ſame operation in this day, as that ſame Power 
is manifet'amonglt People; And it is che Power of the Lord, 
not the ſpirit of witchcraft or uncleanneſſe, as J. V Haf- 
phemouſly affirms, but we know that thouſands in thefe ou 
dayes have been pierced to the heart by the word of the 
Lord, and have been ſmitten in their Conſciences, and been 
made to cry out, and roar, and tremble through the diſ- 
quietneſſe of their hearts, and have been brought as low as 
Hell, even to the ſides of the Pit, and co know their 
bones broken as David did, and they havelain diſconſolate 
for many dayes,and yetthe Lord hath afcer this raiſed them 
up into peace, and joy, and comfort, and blotted out their 
tranſgrefſions, and waſhed them away by the bloud of leſus, 
and hut h reſtored comfort for mourning, and the ſpirit of 
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that were not J. W. a man more ignorant and malitious 
then a man of Knowledge and gos d Conſcience, he would 
never preſume to have vented ſuch malicious and rayling 
tearms againſt us, for and becauſe of the ſelf ſame opera- 
tion of the Power of God amongſt us, as is ſo largely demon- 
ſtrated by examples throughout the Scriptures, ſo that he 
hath not onely reviled us at this day, bur alſo the Saints of 
God in formec ages, ſo declaring himſelf tothe world, to 
be ignorant of the Scriptures and of the Power of God to 
Salvation, and a Blalphemer againſt both. And his Rea- 
fon to prove jc an unclean Spirit that leads them to tremble 
is, becauſe ſome bare ſtripped off their Cloaths , and gone naked 
for @ ſign, &c. my x 
To which we Anſwer, By the ſame reaſon he might as 
well have ſaid, that was an unclean ſpirit that led Iſaiab the 
Prophet to put off his ſhooes, end walk naked and bare-foor 
as a ſign os wonder upon Ægypt, when as it was the Spirit 


of God that moved him to that work, Iſa. 20. and Saul alſo 
when he went to Naioth, and the Spirit of God was upon 


him and propheſied, and he ſtript off his Cloathes and lay 
down __ the day, and all that night, wherefore it was 
ſaid, is Saul alſo among the Prophets, 1 Sam. 19. 23, 24, And 
thus 7. V. may fee the errour of his own judgement, who 
hath condemned that Spirit to be unclean, which led I/ 
and Saul to go naked, by his cenſuring ſuch now as are led 
by che ſame Spirit, but againſt his reproachful tongue we 

vin dicate ſuch a thing in it ſelf, and that the Spirit of 
the Lord is not limitted, but may lead ſome at this day to 
the ſame thing, though if any do ſuch a thing in imitation 
and deceit, we juſtiſie them not. 


an nm — 


CHAP. VII. 


Concerning the ſyfficiency of the Light, and the annointing within 
to teach all that do believe. | 


A Gain the next or. Lorna that wecan digg out 
of his heap of Confuſion is, he chargeth us with digi- 
mulation, that we never intended that every man ſhould be guided 
by the Light in them, thongb we Preach it up, and dired every man 
to it gs @ guide, his Reaſons for it are, | 

Firſt, Becauſe we intend to communicate # Teacher from witb- 


Secondly, Becauſe we declare to men and women, that if they 
will but wait in ſilence, they ſhall receive virtue and Life from us 
though they never ſee us more, by which it appears (ſaith he) that 
we intend to give à ſpirit to fuch, as adhere to our Docłrine. 

Thirdly, Reef when we take hald of the hands of men and 
women, yea, when we have taken hold of the wriſts of ſome, they 
have been taken with a trembling, &c. 

Fourthly, Becauſe we are conſtantly viſiting them that are in» 
clining to our Principles, 8c. 5 

Fifchly, Becauſe we run up and down to ſpread our Doctrine, and 
Ly our Printing ſuch a multitude of Books to Teach men in our way, 
we cry down Preaching (faith he) ad that we Ly aſide Gods 
Word, and ſet up our own word, aud that Gods Holy Scriptures we 
reject, and our own unholy Writings we exalt, &c. 

Sixthly, Becanſe the Ly which is in every man, doth not 
lead us and our followers to do thoſe things we do, &c. page 58, 
159, 160, 161, 162, 163. | 

Anſwer, To all theſe we Anſwer, That we do turn people 
to the Light of the Spirit of God within them, and Preactt 
the free Gife and Grace of God that he hath given co the 

ons of men in order to their Salvation, and we acknow- 
edge notwithſtanding all J. V. his Scornful and Ignorant 
Railings againſt us for Freaching the / bt witbin, that oh 
ent 
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Hearts, that gave them the light of- the Know 


N Concerning the ſufficiency of the Light; 4 4 
ſent of God, and tis our . that we have received 


to Preach to all the World, and that we are ſent to turn 
from the darkneſs co the Light, 28 the Apoſtle Paul, 


Ad, 26. 18. and this Light to which he turned them, was 
not a viſible Carnal Light without them, but an lavilible 


and Spiritual Ligit chat ſhone in their Conſciences, and to 
this Light Paul was ſent to turn them, even to the light that 
ſhined in their Hearts, 2 Cor. 3. 6. The ligh: ſhined in their 
Ledge o the Glory of 

God in the Face of Chrift, and the light of the new Covenant, 
is the Light of che * of God that ſhines. in mens Conſci- 
ences, for God hath ſaid, Ile put my Spirit within them, and 
write my Lay intheir Hearts, ſo that whoſoever doth Preach 
the new Covenant, muſt Preach che light within; but of this 
about Preaching the light within, more in another place , 
therefore here we paſs it, and ſhall examine his fix feeble 
Reaſons, by which he would prove that we diſſemble with peo- 
ple in Prracl ing the light within, and we never intend what we ſay, 
which is a notorious ſlander, that ſhews F. VV. hath neither 
wit nor good Conſcience z for might not he as well have 
brought all cheſe his Reaſons againſt the Apoſtles who 
Preached the ſame Doctrine of the light within as we do now, 
for when Saint Jaba ſaid to the Church, ye have anoint ng 
within you, and ye need not man to Teach you, = the ſame an- 
inting teacheth you, « John 2. might not 7. V. as well have 
ſaid co him, 7obr, thou doſt not mean as chou ſpeakeſt, but 
diſſembleſt with them, for thou ſayeſt, they have annoint- 
ing (or light) within them, and they need no man to teach 
them, but as that doth teach them, and yet thou thy ſelf 
art a Teacher without them, and thou giveſt exhortations 
to them by Declarations and Epiſtles, and telleſt them if they 
abide in the anointing that they have received, and in 
Chrift,they ſhall not fin; and though the Saints in former 
Ages were thus taught by the anointing within them, yet 
they did conſtantly viſit one another, and prayed one for 
another as the annoting le i them, but hadſt thou J. V. lis 
ved in their dayes, thou mighteft have ſaid, Fobn, chou doſt 
plainly declare that the anoint ing in the Saints will not do 
the bulineſs, as thou ſcornfully ſayeſt to us, but chouCommus- 
nicate 


end the Emjointing within t6124ch all bas d , 35 /e 


nirates an unclean ſpirit, and thou writeſt Epiſtles, an d 
ſpreads thy Doctrine by Letters or Books, and che Apoſt les 
run up and down from one Nation, Country and City to a- 
nother 5 and what need you do this, if the annointing with= 
in be ſufficient to teach them; and if ic be fufticieat, wh 
does not every particular Saint do chat which ſome do 
Why doth not every one of the Chriſtians N and down 
Preaching as well as ſome few of you Apoliles a 
after this manner might thou J. W. have reaſoned againft 
the Apoſtles and Saints as well as againſt us, and doubcleſs, 
hadeſt thou lived in their dayes, thou wouldeſt have ſaid no 
leſs by them then thou doſt by us, but this is to manifeſt 
thy own folly and weaknelſe, who cannot underſtand how 
the annointing dwells in the Saints and teacheth them into 
all Truth; and how notwithſtanding they edifie one ano- 
ther, and inſtructs one another by words and writings; this 
ſame thing was true amongſt the Apoſtles and Primitive 
Chriſtians. and is true alſo at this day among us, though 
thou objects againſt it; nay reviles and flanders the witneſs - 
of the fame at this day, and this is thy ignorance and weak- 
neſs, who art not worthy to be named « defender of the G»ſpel 
of Chrift, as thy works makes to appesr. 
And as for J. W. his ſaying as if we ſhould ſay, They ſhould 
receive virtue and life from us, and that we intend to give a ſpirit, 
and of taking bold of the wriſts of ſome, c. And that we lay a- 


Thus and 


Mord, and rejrũ S ripturet, aud exalts our own unboly 


writings, &c. Theſe are ſlanderous acculations and malici- 
ous ſuggeſtions, as if we were Witches and ſuch like; And this 
is ſpoken by him with a tendency (as doth appear) to en- 
votze dhe Ipirits of ungodly men agbinſt us; We do not ſay 
chry ſball receive Life from us, but if they wat upon God 
in che Minĩſtratiom of his Life and Spirit, they ſtiaſl receive 
Life from him, and ſufficient inſtruct ion by his Grace and 
Gift within them if they never ſee us more, and they ſhall 
receive the Spirit of Truth from God, 'rbough we are made 
Mingers of dhe Spirit, which the Father givech to all his 
Children 3 ad is for our taking one another byithe hands 
by way of kind 'Salutation' one of another , Why doch 
he wickedly ſurmize again us for this proctice, but that 
112 H 


our 


„„ cee th ff o the Light, and 
out of the abundance of his malitions heart, his tongue 
ſpeskes fraudilently, #9 if we did bewitch people thereby; 
thus much he ſeems to intimate by his wn ul expreſs 
ſions, that we. int end by taking one anather by the hands 
to communicate a ſpirit, which is onely his ignorant and 
malicious (uggeſtion ; and as for our denying the Word of 
God and rejeRing Scriptures, we (hall palzir here ( onely 
ws mol W. thou beſt ſlandred. us) and (peak fuller to mt 
and by. LW .t gut iis n wo +43 150 
71. But concerning immediate teaching of God by the 
light and anointing within , L would yet more fully explain, 
that I might be underſtood of all. Firſt, We donor affirm 
that every man in the world (to wie) unbelievers, as well 
as believers have received the anmuting and * abem, 
ſo as they need no mag to teach them ; for chis is ohely 
proper to the Saints of God, who ha ve believed in and re- 
ceived Chrift Jeſus and his Spirits that anointing which 
teacheth them all things, and leadeth into all Truth, and 
they abiding in this anointing, they . no men toteach 
them but as it teacheth, and this js the new Covenant of 
God, and according to his promiſe, I will put my ſpirit with. 
in them, and write my Law in tbeir\bearts, and they ſhall weed 
no wan to ſay, n Lord, but from the leaft to the greateſt they 
ſhall all kyow me. ſeith the Lord; But as we have ſaidgthis.is on- 
y proper tothe Believers and Sanctiſ edin Chriſt Jehn,and 
this ſtate is not proper r the world in 
their ſtate of unbelief, who rejects the Counſel of God, and 
refuſes to be taught by him and led of him, and quenches the 
Spirit of the Lord, ; | TH 
2. Bat though this ſtate was promiſed by the Lord that 
his people ſhould be thus taught, and e did in te 
Apoſtles dayes witneſs it, 28 in le hefore cited 
and the Saints of now in this age do witneſs the ſame? 
Yet notwithſtanding the Saints did and edifice one ano- 
ther, and build up one another in the moſt holy Faich, und 
Cotaſort one another by: advice and 4, auch in- 
ſtructioa through declaging the Word of the Lord one to #- 
nother , and Miniſtring the Goſpel of Chriſt and of his 
Free gift one to another, as che anoint ing within — 
2 ; reacaet 


We. 
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the anointing wit bin, to teach all that do believe. > 
geacheth; this was the Saints practice in the dayes of 
and is their practice at this day, for let none miſtake ac 
if any were ſo taught of God by che anointing and Light 
within that they were thereby uncapable of, and freed from 
all good inſtruction, edification end courſe], viſitations and 
ſalutatious of Love amongſt them and one towards another, 
like as if they were ſo taught of God as their tate admited 
of careleſneſs, and rejecting of love and exhortations one 
from another, we tell chee nay, but we are ſo taught of 
God at this day as the Saints before us were by the light and 
annointing within, which we have received from Gol that 
alwayes we are capable of and willing to receive ediflcation 
and counſel, and advice through the Word of the Lord, and 
by his Spirit that dwells in us, and extends one to another 
dy good adyice and counſel, conſolation and comfort, fo 
that theſe two do agree (to wit) immediate Teaching by 
the.anointing and lighe within us, and exhortation and e- 
dification one of another by the ſame ſpirit and anointing 
_ us, and Theſe two are not contrary one to the o- 
ther, | Wavy 
3. Yetwedoſay, though the unbelievers have not fo 
received the anointing and ſpirit within them, as that they 
need no man to teach them, as the believers have receivedir; 
yet the Gift of the Spirit of God and the light of it is gi- 
ven to them, and manifeſted in their Conſciences, and hath 
its aperatign of conviction and reproof, becauſe of theix 
unbelief and luiquisies, and,cheſe nerds to be taught with- 
out them, even — and directed to this ſame light wich- 
in them, chat they may believe in Chriſt Jeſus, and wait 
upon the Lord in it, thereby to receive the anointing and 
pouring forch of the Spirit chrough Faith in Ghriſt Jeſus 
that they may be alſo caught of. God as believers and xeges 
ngrate p ung and may ner to teach them, bur as 
the Gift and Grace ot. God within) them,, and ſuch in the 
ſtate of their unbelict have need to be Preached unto, that 
they may believe and be renewed, and receive more of the 
Spirit and of the Grace, of God ius gremer meaſute, and 
may come into Coręnant wic Gd, and bei ſo Uh, of 
bim, as not to ee ama 5 ae 
2 ewed, 


hos 


8 — ne ee 
, Firſt, That the Saints are taught of God and 

need no man toteach them, bur as the anointing with- 
in them. Secondly, That they are not ſo taught of God, 
as not to be capable to receive advice and inſtruſtions one of 
another in the Lord. Thirdly, How the unbelievers hath 
the Light of Chriſt given to-them, and yer hath need of 
teaching without them. 

And thus I have anſwered and confuted that fooliſh charge 
of J. I. that we diflemble by telling people the light with- 
in is the Teacher, and yet intends it not, and have ſhewed 
him that we do ſay, the Saints chat are called and regene- 
rated, have received the ſpirit in that manner and meaſure, 
«5 that they need no man to teach them but as the anoint- 
ing, and the unbelievers have the Gift of the Light of the 

15 irit of God given to them, that it may teach them, and 

erefore we preach the Goſpel to them to beget Faith · in 
their Hearts, bad that they may receive Chriſt and his-an- 
ointing to Teach them amd lead them into all Truth: And 
now I ſhall proceed to the next thing obſerveable, which is 
concerning our Meetings. 
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CHAP. VIII 


Concerning meeting together, and ſilent waiting upon the Lord, with 
Jemetbing*aboxt buck;ſliders, and the . thief At them. 


W. faich, An evi! ſpirit is our Familiar 5 which we co nun- 
nicate to ſich as adhere to our Doctrine. 
An i firſt be (ith, it ae e bollow firbi 
e, which is from t i * 


Rr ſilent merting is A fr faith he 
of ſutb 4 toms wg 2 i 1 bur 712 
. but for the c ating of our vnc lean ſpirits,” 5 nee 


ver did any of the ſervants of theLivin Living 78 hold meętings in filence, 
Fr ie a 


to meet peak out werd; and ſuch Meet ing t are(ontrity-0 


the practics of ibe people of. God in 450 are go ie aftde 
e 25 75 Who 55 unc leun ſpi- 


rats 


and filent wititing upon the Lord. 

rits they bold Aſſemblies in private #6 communicate, g. He ſpeaks 
of pax confeſſion of ſome ar own Proſelytes, bat there came a 
Spirit into one of them as be was going to reprove another, which 
did roar and make a terrible noiſe tm bis belly; and another 
or two be tells' of ſome that ub nbw for ſaben ir, that” & Ji 
Came into bim that did minke Hm quake and t extfedyn 
that be thong bt it would bavs tort bim, & c. And andther 
that there 2 4 Spirit ſceak within ber, bidding ber leave ber 
Kindred, gcc. Then he conchides'this Chapter with à certain ſtory 
＋ en ad re Trey An one this ank 
ſelf perſed pages 183, 165, Cre. 390 20H r 
An . 10 ah whioht we de Kalter That}! the poor 
weik teaſons sſſerted doth not prove his affertion, thet v. 


N 5 Spirit 46 ſrch — — bur — 
Aſſbertion in its (Of jg lye; und a grievous (hnder, pubs 
liſhed wichout the frar o See d 


imagine that a Baptift Teacher; d defendef of chei Nr 
as helact — in his Epiſtle, ſnould ufe Cub 2 ; 
PRINTER as ſo foul and groſſe a flander as this is, e 
pecially at this day, when both he and we àre in a ſuffering 
tate and condition from our adverſuries, wherein we might 


rather have comforted one another in our ſufferings, then 


_ #dded to one anothers grief and affii&ion by fighting one 


with another before our adverlaries, that would rejoyce to 
ſee us both deſtroyed that they may glory over us; And as 
for thar bumming and bollom ſigbing #9 he calls it; e is not 
from in evil Spirit: as he ſuppoſeth, but rather 'ttcafioned 
by the Spirit of God which worketh accorting*ro that 
Scripture; with groant and fight that cannot be uttered, Rom. 8. 
And the Lord deſpiſes not the fighing of the poor, and the 
Saints groarte(d n themſelves; und had 7. V. or his help- 
— 5 — ly been a5 wiſe zud judicious as he 
world de #ccounted;he'would rather lia ve judged the deep 
fighs that he ſpeaks of Fad" riſen from the work of Gods 
— rather then from an evil Spirits for whet would he 
ve faid of them in whom there was ſuch groans and fighs 
which'coild not be uttered, and chat groaned within them- 
felves (as mn Rem g.) would not be have faid theſe were 
from a familiar and evil Spirit; and as for ſome being enabled 
| - *-M 


"fo 9 * «, Greening, eee, 
eetings, as he 49 ſpeak. two or three hau 
be fades lo to be ths 5 phy 3 irit; the Lord — 
wwe him and make him more wiſe, or elle he can never in- 
2 che Life, that thus judges it to be an evil Spirit 
Ne mn rants of God are enabled to ſpeak bis word 
d he have 


V without co e or ity = 
4 of Peter wh, Was cc in(pi- 


red that he lift up. his e and preache dh e Goſpel in a 
. manner, to the amazement of the Hearers, be- 
I unlearned m not, uſed to W e 

was not by 2 nor of * uit un 


th it 
kay ah LY t 2 of J. d n 


drunk, and the like, b the Spirit of God carried him 
out ſo wond in Declafati ion, and he; faith that, it is 
a d in ae fun 2253 Oh, J. W.thou 
Repent,, who val 0 God to 


De an, evil pirit; and of ets of the Lord, 
it is ſaid that tbe Spirit of —— them at ſuch and ſuch 


times, and they ſpoke to — 22 when as at ↄther times 
it is polible they a | weak, men r 
of our 2 i can nothing, but by Chri 6a 49 of cbings; 
of themſel wy they were 12 but o O ſtroug and 
mighty, a thus it is among us at this day, we are not a- 
ſhamed of it, even ſometimes we are ftron and mug hty by Gbrijt, 
and ſometimes of our ſelves. mean aud w 

2. As, far our filent meeting. which 425 n charged 
to be che Zrelt prafiice, ff ſep ſuch 4 your [nes 17, Spirits, We lay 
thac this is a contradi Tig, who charged 
us with (peaking too — in * —— and now char- 
ges us with tog much ſilence, this is rode T a 
and thereſore how ſhall we eſcape 12 — 
flanderous reproachful tongue, who eh jul 
ſometimes too much and fomerimes too liccle — * 
doth aſſert chat when. we, ſpeak we do it by « familiar aud 
evilEpirit, and when we are ſilent that is bx { ili 
evil Sy irit too; Oh thou Enemy of God how ſha e cage 
thy, cruel cenſurgs, ir appears whecher we (peak or be 


in our meetings it is not pleaſant to thee, for thou art of 
the 


aud filet wing upon the Lord. = 
— of: which Chriſt ſpeaks, who ſaid, 


eating nor drinking, and that Spur 

=! — ay 255 TE 1 8 5 

labber, und t 

ſay ies by an evil 85 irit 

its by uh evil aud Bang pi eh 
3. Our meetings are at 1 5 to the m 
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Conſeiencks word ce an of us, that cheLoxd "oy th 
bern mac wan us in his heavenly vert le, and. 


and — ud 15 denne js 55 
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neſſe and edn Health unto even in our 


and this the SiGod wieneſſes to us, ble 


name; not wit fig whatſoever 7, 7 Or 
deronyeo run n thitz ca Hig 
example in the Seriptures char the'people of 


gether in the ſame'way and manner as we do now, 

vate houſes, and ſomerimes in the ide nd fat Cries 
tong in — as er The Gn 8 vity they 
ſat together 96 oa 2 0 f 
and be Alte mu ply of' 
of the Lord came to tr 24 
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— ſervant of God ſew 
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2 7 5 „en meetings believe 6 nv Chou 
1 7 heqres. of ſome, or der to women 
chit, 6 would be + in this, we piend 

ple: d th ence 3948 on Ho, 1 = 
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25 be worſhi wy . h chere is no - — 
us as hrei 23 N 121 9 prop we we tl 


Nate e A ſhapes it, what 
e K before i he pe _ the Peogl Pe 4 


ople to 


whom they wuſt (ay it, like Artiſts a radeſmen, this kind 
of way 4 tejed 4 unproficable to = ian 


| Nantes; Net ifany; 
Have e cul foe Pens nbd. 4 87 50 God add 20. 
articular People or,Pe Ye, lat them 
20 at OD putz i in dr 2 ＋ 12 faithful to 


ale itz but the general way in A God lends us is this, 
. wht e. ba the ſpi- 


ci ts tory of, Saat deck 81 22 75 io men geen 


4785 Fenvent time por gets 2 the dom 
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"IT and r and practice of and in our mecti 
3 its the prafiice of of familiar Spirit: to Fry filence, an 
Communic ering bf au unclean » and that nongof the 
To Gif al did f dons that ſuch i prad 2 
vel, an that we are gone 

8 ofrine, and commnnicates Ae unclean Sp 
abominable angodly lyes uttered 55 J. W. 5 { 2 Dare 
paper, and therefore Fonnoc bur exhotr x $i to Kepet 
ance, "If thou Half { nor finned the fin unto damnation) + 
thoy may find mercy if it be not too larey and 1 af 
about oug'mettingg, which are forthe om co he es whick 


1 could nbr but vindicate in oppoſition to thy falſe aſſerti- kt 
ons about che ſame; and whether F.W. and his feltows be 9 
ndr n ided' br an Rh Spirit in flandering 72 
the Iangrent, 4 4c of Heaven and Earth judge, and | 
Sainrs and Angels are. 6: 1.4 
* Conc ck: flidet's, an bis ſtories, ©" 
As for the Pete, which he' is of, of one chat did 
that 4 mud? bim roar, and of bom be ſeitb 
10 75 a brand c out of he re. 7 1 Joe 
and tf emble, aud Sine who fuld that the Spirit (po : e 4 
vocal voice in ber, and of anather who L ſelf ec , and 
the Devil wn igh ſuch = upon bim, as in p page 170. 
27 1. Thefe 1 Kok u e vain tories ſeeing — 
Tach neither —_ Fo rſone, nof the places, nd; the time 
in which chile —_— ſhould have been, and therefore Icon- 
clade them onely vain Hories and not worth anſwering, nor | 
ſpending much time about; for what manner of evil hath ILY 
not been faid'of us within cheſe ten years, the words of 42 
Chrift have been plainly fl) led upon 57 CNS, 4 
ſhall ay ull manner of evil falſly 17 the,” and 
among all manner of evil fa Ah e's 2 on "theſe 
ſtories of 7. Vz but as for luch as he ſayes are as brands 
ptacke onr of the fire, I perceive he means ſuch who ſome- - 
$ have 1 gs aq ror arid a 9 
bur Dyocrines and waies afterwards hd Ye. turned: 0 


A we do tonfeſſ- hich there may be, even ſuch who © 
| fk have taſted 1 of the Power of the Lord and DJ 
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from is; but let ſuch perſons Beek eral ſuch we do 
know, and,they mere ic d- prophane before hey 
came among us, and coming 2 us, bly were con- 
vinced of their fins, and touched with judgement and ſor- 
row for ſin; but now being turned from us again, they are 


rophans then ener, 1.204 t {Der entred again 
with the e de worſe then N their latter 


end is worſe t ir be as the Scriptures ſays of 
ſuch, and ſome fuch as thele are J. V. his converts, and bis 
brands pluckt out of th: fire, and ſuch. to tell tories and he to 
Publiſk chem are ſuitable carreſpondents, but Truth js over 
chem both, and the way of Ten 1 rich and pro- 
ſperqus, norwichſtanding all che malicious oppalitians that 
is in the hearts of his deten whole 42 is Hab, 
that they call Truth Errour, and Errour Truth, and calls 
Now the work of, 951 1 2 555 1 of | Cheng that che 
od which is of t vil, and the ſay ing is true 
Yon ch 2 hey Wy; fool ip oe that baut eye. and (ee — hears 
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and whoſoever doth nos follow the Light 3 
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and walk by the Spirit of God which-is = Light in the heurt, 
is not in the new Covenant, nor a member of. the Church 
of Chriſt, and ſuch a one F V i di c ded to be 
from his own words, — ſueh ay ck and 
follow the Light within, as if all ſuck were im deluſton and 
he hath denyed chat the Light within is fufficient to lead 
to repentanee from fin, and pardon of ſin, and to comfort 
in God for the ſoul 3 But he hath found out one that doth 
all this, that ſheus ſin, and that judges for fin, and that 
leads to mourn and grieve for fin, and takes fin away, and 
blots it our, (to wit) the Devil, as he ſuith (if you will be- 
lieve him) pray you do but obſerve his ſtory, page 169. & 
150, He tells you there a large ſtory (but he names neither 
the Perſon, nor the place, nor time where and when it was, 
which vr demand of him in his next) of one that preached 
the Lighi within, as he ſayes, that the Devil did ſo and fo 
with him, and that the Devil ſet all bis ſins that ever be had 
done in all bis Life before bim, as if they bad been written in ca- 
pital Letters, then the Devil laid them ail tv bis charge and did 
judge bim for them, and that the Devil made bim to mourn, and 
grieve, and weep, and made the tears come ow bir eyes for bir 
ſms; this done, as 7. V, relates, then the Devil took; all bis fins 
from bim, and ſail, I have blotted out all thy Tranſgreſfont, and 
the Devil let bim looſe from all bis bends, and then the Devil 
commanded him to tell bat God bad done fov bis fonl, r. No 
let any ſober man judge, chat hach ever read t he Scriptures 
wheclier this be atlikely ſtory, for the Seriptures ſay t Hat it 
is God that ſets mans fin in order beſbre him, and it is God 
that judges men for ſin by his Spirit of Judgement, ant it 
is he that canfes men to mourn and grie ve for ſin, and it is 
he that cakes away their fn and blets t hem out by che 
bloud of Chriſt, and that looſeth man from his iniquicies 
and brings them to declare what he hath done ſor their 
ſouls; and its our Faith that it is God through his own Son 
that wprks all chis, and not the Devil, and the Scriptures 
ſay the ſame, Pſal. 50, Iſs. 3. 4. Dan. 9. 24. . * 5. 27. 1 Jabn 
1-7. But 7. V. his ſtory is contrary, for he relates thãt its - 
the Devil that doth all this, and by this you may judge of this 
I 2 
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ry und the Truth of it, and alſo do but obſerve the tem- 
per of J. V. his Spirit, and you ſhall ſee through his Book 

he oppoleth the of Chriſt and the anointing within, 

as if they, were not ſufficient for the effecting theſe things, 
baut he hath ſound you one that can do theſe things, and 
who think zou but the Devil, and tbat can diſcover ſin 
and condemn for it, and lead People to Repentauce, and tabe 
away and blot out Tranſgreſſim, &c. He hath brought you 2 
ſtory for the proof of it which we believe he credits to be 
true, elſe he would not have broughe it for the proof of 
his matrec, as he hath very pertinently done as he ſuppo- 
ſes; and further as his / goes, this Perſon. that the 
Devil dealt thus by when he would bave preached the 
Light within, the Devil caujed his mouth to ſhut, that he: 
ſhould not preach it, c. From which it follows, chat the 
Devil and J. V. are both of one mind, far J. V. oppoſeth 
the Light within as the Devil does, from which we have 
the more occsſion to ſtand faithfully in preaching the 
Light within, ſeeing both che Devil and J. V. do oppoſe 
it, though afterwards his ſtory relates that the Devil made 
him preach what God had done for his Soul; end if tbis 
be a likely ſtory, let wiſe men judge; Oh che Ignorance and 
Impudency. that is fully maniteft in 7. V. that hath given 
his Faith to believe that the Devil convinces men of fin, 
and judges them for it, and takes away their fin. Thus 
much in Anſwer. to his tory till his next return, that we 
may. know by him che Perion and the place, in whom and 
where theſe pranks of the Devil were a&ed, as J. V. faith, 
and in the mean time it refts upon him, that he. hath be- 
lieved and reported better of the Devil then of the Light 
of Chriſt Jeſus and his Spirit in men, but it ſeems an un- 
like tory, for the Devil will not deſtroy his on Kingdom. 


CHAP. 


> CHAP. IX of 
Concerning Humilitz and Unity , and the Infa.liable teſtimony. 


O I come to his fourth Chapter, the ſum whereofis, 
that our proofs as he calls tbem, doth not juftific our way 
and practice, which be ſaith are in number five ; For Our Hu- 
mility,  Secendly , Our Unity, Thirdly, Our Deſtr ing the. 
Whore, Fourthly, Our diſcovering all Secrets, Fiel, Our 
ſufferings In theſe pretended prosfs, ſaith J. W. like Goliah in bis 
Armcur in which we rejoyce, but he faith, He ſhall be enabled to 
take this Arjnour from u, and deſtroy us with dur own Sword 
wherein we truſt. er . e rag 
"Anſwer, To which I Anfwer, Firft, Generally that 1.77. 
beth here miſtaken the matter, aud ſtated the caſe for him- 
ſelf in ſuch a form as his weak wit may eslily anſwer irand 
ſo hath as it were made a man of ſtraw to fight with it; for 
he is miſtaken, we do not truſt in our own ſtrength, nor in 
theſe outward figns and rokens which he bark" ere tid 
down; for thus more fully I anſwer 5 we are the people of 
God, of his choſen and elected Seed, and our proof, that we 
are ſuch is the infalliable Spirit of God in us, that be has 
given us that bears infallible wieneſs and evidence in us 
and to us that we are ſuch; and this is the witneſs, even the 
hol irit of the Father in which we truſt; and this wit- 
nels is ſufficient to us to prove us to be the peo le of God, 
and it is the only evidence in which we truſt; ſo that he hath 
miſtaken fhe mat ter, in faying we truſt in our Humility, U- 
nity & Sufferings,thus he hath jmagltied of us, and then goes 
about to overthrow his oon inisginstion; an excellent 
warriour indeed, that'can raiſe falſe obje&ions to himſelf, 
and then confute them, and think he hath confuted us;buc 
Itell him again, he hath erred in his proceeding, for we 
do not truft to any proof as infallible, ſaving the proof and 


teſtimony of the Spirit of God that he hath given us, for by 


that 


"MARY FEY ; 8 tern. 1 Hu ility and « * 8 Sa 
that ſpirit we know weare of God, and they that are of God 
hearech us, and we are nom the Sons of God, and it doth 
not yet appear what we ſhall be; Thus much by way of gene- 
ral anſwer ; Now we come to Particulars, 

Firſt, As concerning Humilicy, J. V doth abſolutely 
deny, we are mor my gee and free from pride tben allot bers, either 
in the outward bodily habit, or more ſecretly in the Heart; for the 
Romiſh Fryars ſaith. he who are great Adverſaries to the Truth, 
they excel in Humility, and they will be juſtified rather then thee 
for their Humility; and again a Hermit at chu mnear London, 
be (#ith is ſo, and ſo bumble, 2 of the Body, cc. Then be 
ſeems to condemn_us for ſuperfiuity, that our Trades , Di t and 
Garmentsare at other mens, and the bair of our. heads like womens,by 
weh be ſaith he ſees we are not more free from pride then ether men; 
and as for pride of Heart, he ſaith, It i perceived . eur counte- 
nexce and by our Attions, for we neither fear God nor Feſws Chriſt, 
we fear not the Tudgements of God, but ſes by Promiſes, thou 
bardens thy ſelf in thy wickedneſs , the holy Commandements and 
Precepts of Jeſus Chrift thou contemns them, and calls them ſhells 
without kernels, 22. carnal, lifeleſs, and thus we eſteem the 
Promiſes of Life ana Immortality, and rejed the Promiſe of the Re- 


ſurredtiun, &. and we do mot receive man, he ſait h. for we do 
not acknowledge any Superiour, thou wilt not put off thy Hat nor bow 
thy. body to any man, and neglecteſt Faith and Goſpel Obedience, 
and thy heart is too high to ſtoop to anything, whereby it ſhould ma- 
nifeſt Humility of ſpirit, Faith and Obedience, by which it is ma- 
nifeſt, eh art not more humble but more groude then others, page 
175, to 1 . 2 14 J | 

Anſwer, Firſt, Here is a whole pack of lyes and falſhoods, 
reproaches and ſlanders heaped up together, reproachfully 
caſt upon us; for we glory not in any thing we axe, ſaving 
in the Lord that has made us what we are, ud bd not 
in our Humility, but chat God hath wrought'ic in dur Hearts 
in meaſure, and it is in us a fruit of his Spirit, this we date 
not deny, leaſt we ſhould deny the Work that God hat 
wroughtzand as for the Romiſh Fryars and Hermites of which 
he ſpeaks that are ſoand Ee we mare them n 
example to us „ npr arx te of that ſpirit by which er 


ſw, and regards his Commundments 


guided in their feigned praftices of Hl 


r 19 


milit 55 


though he 


ä — us togetherz but Ont lg ed (elf- 
den 

ſelves to wr ety les 52 
7 have been ſo — 0 ages „ 

d never — 1 0 ed Nation, but exalted 
your horn ſo high, that feu hut. ſuch as were of your Fra- 
rernity, - were counted by you worthy \ of any pl or office, 
ſuch was your pride in thoſe dayes, and ill it was 


time for the Lord to brin eh roy both in 
cherwiſe, chat che very feigued Fryars by their example 
might ſhame you, ho never came ſo far in truch of felf-de- 


nya} as Hypocrites have done in feig * and 9225 for our 
— — and — = W ſpeaks, they 
yen ingtoGodlineſs, e ad Righteouſneſi, 
#nd-wecording to — the H wel men of God before 


us; and ſo is out hair at-which he tumbles as if he „ 
fall, and ſayes, bannen A Bnthef comes out of 


the Pit when a there.is neit 2 N mple 
aha eng h any 1 5 Wo 
at all for — it then 


in Scriptures, hom oft or 
their hair, but rather no enample 

otherwiſe ; and'was Sampſon and, Chriſt and Samuel, and ma- 
ny others of.the Servants — 12 Locuſts of the bottom- 
leſs Pie, — long hair 4 thou Wl udge 


and Hy Judgedthe 3k. ugoff3ad inchy e and 
ien - i, by jadgng of us in likg |caſe cba y were 
Hy or. | 
2. 4 And as for the pride of our hearti ia Be we are 
ſo deeply charged by 0 „we Willraches li 165 TE 
charge with patience, chen give any 95 
chan juſtihe our ſelves; bur yet 1 —— — Sing 
in this place wich a foul high flander, f. ms) 75 we Die and N 
U fr 
ei, nr bardens our ſelves — W SG I. ot * 
Precepts of Jeſws Chrijt, nor the pr inch wpijes of Imorteb Joy 
the Reſurreliion theſe are all abſolage f 1 * 


# perſon altogether | and up to hardneſs 0 
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—— Rea 
enely prodf, for he can give no better — that weare 
proudigy park Gen rebuke his lymg tongue, its enough 

ere y his lies, for moff af dhe parriculars are 
before un of, tp wit, of tue Commandements i and 
Promiſes of Chriſt, of the Immorrality und the Reſurre&i- 
on; but he goes on in 4 — manner of fal ſhoods, 


and ſay — r any ſuperiburs, and tbat we w 
negleft Tabs ang ae and that our ibeurtt are too — 

aun 47 ” "Faith and Obedience; and that 

we bave an eye of ſcorn and diſdain; all which ire lies, and thus 


F. V. goes on, like as if he 600 . himſelſto tell a lies, 
and ftudied to frame falſhood, ſering that every page 
which 1 have uo under hand ca rries in it number of hes, 
but he charges it to be de pride of our hearts," becauſe, we 
will not put off our Hatts; This is falſe alſo a mheh as dhe 
reſt, for though we cannot put off our Ha eis in Honour to 
any mans perſon, nor give them flattering Tules ot honour, 

et this is not — ide of our Hearts our God knows, 

ut from another d a6 1 could demomſtrate, were it, 
the preſent caſe eroyerfie 5 Bur bein brought by J. 
W. 4 a proof of this matter, therefore He it 3 lo 
that his onely proofs , tbat we are not more bumble, bur more 
proud then others, which u oy reſenc aſſertion, is poorly 
and weakly mamma ec wie roofs and Argaments of ab- 
ſolute deceits and 7 . bath not one better proof 
from his Pen then lie to prove his propoſittonz and thus I 
paſſe this particular, * — him to the reward of God, 
according to his work Which muſt come upon him one day; 
and as forthe matter oſ our Humilicy, we 2 the cauſe 
of ihat alfo © God, who Judgerh gen} ully then vain, 
man. * 1e. 

Now : bits tothe ſeebnd Particularof Unity „ and. . 


55 jan 1 5 mow be doth ab ſolatoly den), for Unity in the 
rg hd" intimates. — deny. 


e we do not bold the Head Cbriſt 
ch 2710 Tus 2 Voten bir Ordinantes, And ti 2 
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8 p oe | ” 1 
* 


LIMI 


and the Trfallible Tetiminy; ” - IF 
[aith be; for (faith he) Ve are not at Unity among bur ſelnot, 
wp 1 _ 2 and another Prints the —— 
N affirmed that the Bread and Wine ſpo- 
>. rea to be eaten and drunken in re- 
is not 8 External, but 

$3 Another, he ſaich, fbould Print that 
and. Vine is common, ſuch as may be eaten by unbe- 


Spiritual 


that Bread 


lievers «Mbeir 70 55 thus are we divided from the Truth. and 


one from anther, ſaich he, For ſome do bold that Bread aud 
ine were to be received until be came, by which we | 
anni! be come im ur, and thus the Preachers of the Light within - 
are divided in Doclrine, becauſe one ſayes, the Bread and Wine is 
Eternal 3 another ſaith, it is viſible and Temporal; and one 
Teacher calleth another Dog, and hath diſproved each other, &. 
page 183, 184, 185. yes 
Anſwer, To all this I anſwer in oppoſition to his charge, 
we are in Unity and Fellowſhip with the Lord in Spi- 
rit, and one with another in him, notwithſtanding 7. V. 
his ſeeming detection as if it were otherwiſe, and his 
charge is high, that we have not Unity in the Truth, but 
in Iniquity, and his proof for it is like the proof of the 
former aſſertion (to wit) abſolute lies; for he ſaith, we 
do not hold the head Chriſt Jeſus, nor are United to him 
by Faith, nor have any acceſſe by him, and that we 


deny him and his Perſon, and contemn his Perſon, and 


trample his Word under feet ; theſe are falſhoods alto- 
gether, and by this means he proves his point, that we 
have Unity in Iniquity, and not in the Truth 3 tis wickedly 
afli tmed, and as wickedly proved by one of Satans Meſſen- 
gers, ho hath ſet himſelf to oppoſe the Lords Truth and 
his People, and ghat by his Maſters order, and in his 
Maſters way, wifo was a Lyar from the beginning. 
Thicdly, And now I cometo his Charge, That we are 
not in Unity among ou? ſelves, which he has proved accord- 
ing to his accuſtomed manner; For what if ſome did 
ſay, though he names none, that Chriſt broke Bread 


and. drank Wine withihis Diſeiples, Temporal and Vi- 
ſible Bread, and he allo _ Bread and drank of the 


Cup 
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Cup with his Diſciples, which was Spiritual and Eter- 
thy Invifible, and theſe may be both affirmed withs 
out any contradiction, Chriſt did eat of the Bread with 
his Diſciples, which might be eaten ac unbelievers 
Feaſla, and Chriſt did eat of ctheBread with his; Dilci» 
ples which unbelievers could not eat of, both theſg are 


true, and hach no ſuch weight of conttadiction in them, 


the A paul and the le labs, the one ſaich, God 
i ng. fire, the other ſaich, Gad & Love; and of 
the Prophets, one of whom ſaid, Gad is angry every day, 
and anotherfaid, there is no anger in God, would not 7. . 
had he lived in their dayes, have ſaid, the Propheis aud 
Apoſtles were divided among themſelves ; and as for ſome 
calling another Dog , and diſowning one another, and yet 
are all Preachers of the Light wichin, though he meaci- 


as J. tle Fr ſuppoſes; and what would he ſay ot 


ons neither the time, place, nor — » and there- 
— 


fore becauſe in other caſes he lo falſly, of which I 
well know, therefore I may have jealouſie, this is falſe 
alſo 3 Bur however, ſuppoſe a deceit ſul perſon that never 
knew the work of Regeneration ſhould (ſpeak of, ye 
Preach of the Light within, may not he be called a Dog, 


and diſowned, and yet no diviſion among us? for ſuch 


are not of us, but contrary to us, and we ate onely di- 
vided from them, and not among our ſelves; and had 
W. lived in the Apoſtles dayes, what would he have 
id, when ſome of che Apoſtles withſtood others in ſome 
controverſies, would not he have ſaid ye are diſſemblere, 
ye have not Unity a your (elves, but are in confu- 
don, and ſo and {o; and alſo when ſome deceivers got 
and Preached Chriſt and the Golpel pretendedly for 

d had the form of 
godlineſs, and were ſometimes converſant in the Church- 


es, but the Apoſtles cryed againft them and diſowned 


them, though they were among the Churches, and 


Preached the Apoſtles words; but were the Apoſtles 


therefore divided, and deceivert, and in confuſion, be- 


cauſe of ſome ſuch amougſt them? Thou ignorant man, : 
re 


* a 


Concerning deftreyingthe Whore, S. bh 12 
tell thee nay, no more are we, though Hypocrites 

ger che N Truth from our mout hs 4 for ach an — 
not of us, but we are divided from them, though among , 
our (elves in the Body of Chrift of which we are mem- 
bers, we have Unity, Peace and Fellowſhip with the 

Lord, and one with another. 


— 


CHAP. X. 


Concerning deſtroying the Whore , diſcovering Secrets , and 
ſuffermgs, &c. 


Ow I come to the third Particular about deſtroying 
the Whore, which J. W. faith he dexyes we do, bis 
Reaſon is this, becauſe we were not inſtrumental in Banihhing 
the Popes Nuntio's, Legates and Ieſuites, nor have we ſtapt the 
Popes Pardons nor Indulgencies by our Preaching ; and be ſayes, 
— did we cauſe Croſs aud Cruciſix to be pulled down, and 
when was Bell, Book, and Candle, Monaſteries and Popiſo His. 
rarchy demoliſhed by ws ; then be ſpeaks of our running up and 
down end railing againſt the Miniſtert of the Nation, * gru= 
ing them reviling language , and what we do in deſiroying the 
Whore, as if we would turn people out of one” may of — 
into another as bad or worſe, and we delude the Whore more then 
any others, we bid her Repent, but withal, teaches ber t» rejedt 
the Word of God, and to rejeũ Chrijt aud diſobey the Goſpetl, &c. 
pages. 185, 48“, pie | FRY | 
. Anſwer. To all this I Anſwer, The Whore is the falſe 
Church, not onely the falſe Church of Rue, as J. W. 
ſeems onely to intimate, but the Whare is all that hath 
the name of Church, whether they be National or Con- 
gregated Churches ſo called * da nat witnels, nar can 
prove that they are lawtully married ge Ghirits fuch- 
whomſoe ver are the Whore, and againſt this Whore we are 
K 2 ſent 


7 : 6 v 36H. _ deſtroying the Whore.” ; 

er (ſve Sue teſtimony againſt her by the Spirit of the 

Lord, in order to the converting people from her, and 

to 2 which we know the God of Heaven will 

elfe t by | is Power in his own ſeaſon ; but he denies this, 

p naſe we have not baniſhed the + Nuntio's , nor the Jeſus 

"Ites out of this Land, &c. By the ſame Rule J. W. nor 

none of his Fellows, nor the Baptiſts are not themfelves 
the True Church, nor deſtroyers of the Whore as they 
pretend ; and while we are cenſured by them, not to be 
deſtroyers ofthe Whore, but one with her, or worſe then 
ſhe, by the ſame reaſon they give that we are ſuch, they 
themſelves are proved to be as bad as they ſay we are; 
For when did any of the Baptiſts baniſh any of the Popes 
Nuntid' t, Jeſuites or Legates out of England, aud when did 
they ſtop the Popes Pardons and Indulgenctes by their Preaching ? 
And when did they demoliſ Bell, Book, and Candle, and Popiſh 
Hierarchy, and pull down Popiſh Croſſes and Crucifixes ? If 
theſe be found Reaſons alleadged againſt us, that we are 
not deſtroyers of the Whore becaule thereof,” by the ſelf 
fame Reaſons J. W. and his Fellow Baptifts are proved to 
be no deſtroyers of ehe Harlot, the falſe Church, but as 
bad as ſhe, and upholders of her. 

J Secondly, But is this the way to deftroy the Whore by 
Baniſhing, killing and deſtroying the per ſous of the Papiſts, and 
8 hands on their Croſſes and'Monaſteries ? &c. I 

ay no, for the deſtruction of the Whore muſt be by 

converting and turning people from her by ſound Do- 

Arine, and by drawing people by True Love from errour 

and falſhood to Truth and Righteouſneſs, and not by 

killing and baniſhing, and doing violence to perſons for 

their errours ſake; but it is manifeſt that the Baptiſts would 

deftroy the Whore, the Church of Rome, and all that 

differs from them in point of Religion on this wife, by 

killing and baniſhing perſons, and this is clearly mani- 

- feſt by his own words, that they pretend eo deſtroy the 

Whore by killing end baniſhing . which is a Spirit 

of cruelty which lodges in their hearts againſt che perſons 
of people that differs from them, and it is the ſame ſpi- 
* ric 


Diſceveting Sect c „% 0" 
rit that is in ede Whore of Rome, that d bring 
forth the ſome proctice if it had as great force 1. Pigs 
let: me telli them chis is not the w y 409] dſtroyꝝ the 
Whore, but thereby theytrat her prove p40 ſe] JE Obe 

of the Whore C bloudy and cruel] that drii the b 

of the Mart r $: *. wo? 53 

And whereas J. V. charges us with running up and 

* and railing againſt the Minijters of the Nation, Hereby 

it is manifeſt chat he cakes parc with che falſe Miniſtry. 

in oppoſition to us, and hath en dimſelf to Bed, 

and hath charged us with deluding the Whore more 

then any others do, and if we turn any from the Na- 

tional way of Worlbip , and from the Papiſts, and if 

any turn from open prophaneneſſe to joyn with us in 

the way of the Lord, J. V. hath: concluded ſuch to be 

in a worſe: way of wickedneſſe, and to be more decei- 

ved in that ſtate then if they were Papiſts, Idolaters,. 

or common prophane Perſons, thus much his words 

ſigniſie, for though (ſaith he) we bid tbem repent, yet 

we teach them to rejed the Word of God, and Chriſt bim- 

ſelf; as though Preaching Repentance were K reje- 

Qing of the Word of Godand of Chriſt himſelf, which 

is ignorance and impudency in 7. V. to affirm, who 

alfo doth ſigniſie that ſuch as turns from common Ido- 

latrx and open prophaneneſſt to our way, are in a worſe 

condition with us then they were before; the Lord re+ 

buke his ignorance as well as bis lyes, Thaw t., * 
IJ. And we do knew that our Teſtimony againſt the . 
Falls Miniftry in theſe Nations hath not been ineffe&u- 
all, but God hath bleſſed our endeavours, and conver- 

ted many from the way of Errour in Doctrine, Pra- 
Rice and Worſhip, to the way of Truth and Righre- 
ouſneſſe, though 7. V. reproachfully calls it v ah 
aud down railing and curſing of tht Miniſtry, which ig like 
the reſt of his work, (to wit) fallhood; for we have 
given a bleſſed and a. precious TeBimong;ogging; 2 
righteous wayes, and not uſed curſed nor railing lang- 
guage, though we have ſpoken plainly and not f | 
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"ugly to them, nelcher have we as ſome of 7. Mt Bre» 
thren and Generation have done, cryed agamſt chem; 
for the end that ve might diſpaſſeſſe cheie Perſons and 
Vlleſfe their Places, and Benefits , und Tythes, and 
ire ; Theſe things have we not done chough I could 
mention ſome of che Baytifts chat have done it to my 
knowledge, like Hypocrites and ſalf- ſecking perfons, 1 
cannot but fpeak plainly ſeeing I am provoked co it, 
and to lay their own wickedneſſe upon them, and ler 
FF dſuck if he will, and he {hall hear from me 
in. . f | 
* Now I come to his fourth Particular ebout diſcerning 
of ſecrets, which be A. be s, aud that we. do mot diſe 
cern the myſtery of Chriſt bis taking away the fin of the world, 


nor the myſtery and the ſecret of God mauife t in the fleſh, Nc. 


The s we are ignorant of , though we can diſcery 
ar os beve deceived by tet + Antichriſt . 
us; and be ſpeaks of ſome that een miſtaken in ſome things, 
and thus be ſaith, thy deceitful dealing is ſeen; and tbe pride 
Ye e Sons en do ſay it is th 

-Aiſw, As for diſterni % I do ſay it is the giſt 
of ws | Ge geek unto his People, and — is 
ſuch a giſt in the true Church as diſcerning of Spirits 
and ſecrets, and this ſame gift God hath given ſome 
at this day, but that we 4iſcern nat the myſtery of Cb iſt 
Feſus nor-of God manifeſt in the fleſh," this is J. W. bis ac» 
cuſtomed language, to wit of lyes and falſhood, which I 
ſum up to che reſt of his Lyes; and as for our being 
guided by che Spirit of Ancichriſt and deceiving others 
thereby, this is ſpoken in his haſte if not in his malice, 
and becauſe he gives no proof for ic, I paſſe it wich che 
Anſwer of a plain denial ; And as for miſtake of per- 
ſoms or things which he imputes to us, ſuppoſe it be 
true which he Caich, yet this proves us not to be diſ- 
ſemblers and — as he concludes of ns for was: 


nor dhe Apoſtle Tal who had: che gift of diſcerning, 


ſometiches miſtaken, os particularly an the eaſe of che 


 High-Prieft, and #ferwards ſad be.wift not that it was 


Gods 


Diſovoiting fo gueti 8; 537 
Gods High-Prieft;\ now 7. V. would have charged Pod?" 
by the lame 28 us; that be was ignorant 
dl ehe myſteries of Chrift:, and led by the Spirit of 
Antickrif, and a dateiver ad diff r and Aedteit- 
füll dealer; and! chat he had hot iche Spirit of diſteraing,' 


* 


but was proud in heart; Why? becanle he miſtook a 
Perſon, but ſuch falſe judgement 7. V. ſpends in his 
haſte and malice. * et en Fn 

Now I come to the fifth Particuler about fifferingy, 
and J. VF; (aich,: It 4 wot ſufferings ofely which muker' 4 
Mertyr, butt the cauſe for which #he-ſufferings are 3 and Fe 
bids leave eff boaſting is our ſufferings , for Romiſh Prieſts 


though great Adverſartes ti the Truth, yet 2 Ng. they 
1 is - 


exceed u, and we ſorffer many times as evil and th 
4 Spirit in wi that waits but for "au opportunity to make therg 
19juffer; and he - ſpeaks of ane that bath been thredthed: to be 
thrujt out of doors by bead and ſuoulders, and ſayes yon will 
be as free to -exrcute puniſhment mbenſorvver you obtain 
Power to enable you to do it, &c. page 190, 191. N 
Anſw. 1. As for ſufferings wWwe do confeſſe thut we 
are and have been a ſuffering 1 8 under eruel per: 
ſecut ions even to death and baniſhmene out of the 
Dominions where ſome of us have lived; and ſuch our 
Tufferings have been for the Name” of the Lord, and 
for good Conſcience ſake, this the Lord himſelf from 
Heaven bears witneſs of daily; and then whar need 
we care for all F. . faith with his „ to 
the contrary; and ſome of our Friends have been 
Martyrs, not becauſe of their ſufferings onely ; but 
for the cauſe for which they have ſuffered , which is 
the direct cauſe of God and of à good Conſcience, 
and 7. VV. is never able to prove the contrary, though 
we not boaſt of our ſufferings as he fallly '(aich , 
nor do we look upon our ſelves to be the People of 
God, becauſe we ſuffer, but we know we are the peo- 
ple of God and therefore we fuffer , and herein is 
Chrifts words fulfilled upon; us, who ſaid, as they bave 
done unto me jo ſha'l they do unto you, and they ſhall Jyeak, 
| a 
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lagy it 2 to him that he 


ot of of God, nd ch chac his Peglecutats 2 of the Devil; 
Frteſſa cho, have dteply : fuffered, 
75 vil fog fro Trathe and]: Righteonſnefs 
er ure siſtame to your Gene- 
cnet, wh 3 for that _ which you call che 
Truth, as wy do for that which you call falſhood , 
ud 2 V here ſhame you, ho can fuffer death 
ſve -chel D but you Baptiſts. chat was lately 
825 by yk Ee wy though ut firſt many of you 
— to {wear as our of point of Conſtience, yet 
afrerwards ew generall part of you did deny your 
own Pe les, and did ſwear contrary to the _ 
riſt, and to hat once your ſelves 
id For whieh you were impriſoned, and thus o 
— deceit ful Perſons, and Hypocrites, and ſu 
2 would neither 2 to God nor Faith — 
4 men; and F. VV. himſelf came. feebly off in this point 
| as ſome well knowes, and ſo indeed he had need to 
cad that ſuffering is no good ſigu, ſeeing he and his 
thren could not ſuffer, no not fo much as the Ro- 
wiſh Prieſts, to their ſhame be it cold, who were many 
of you in (great confuſion about that very thing of 
Sweari of von holding againſt it, and ſome 
writing for it, and ſuffering a while for refufing, and 
at laſt did ſwear, and ſo made your ſeſves a ſcorn to 
. Enemies, and proved your ſelves to be in con- 
fulion , _ treacherons to your own Principles and 


- in has he chargeth that we \ ſuffer. many times 
as evil doers, and not for the ſake of Chriſt and 
Truth, we charge him to prove this in his next, or 
elſe filence ſhall be taken that he acknowledgeth him- 

ſelf co be a Lyar and Slanderen and as for our wait- 
ing an opportunity to make others to ſuffer, this is 
onely his envious —_ ez und for ſume threatning o- 
thers, as he ſaich, curling chem, having no better 
Weapons, 


"""Conternine the word of God and the Scriptures, © "Jp 
weapons; this I account like the reſt of his ſtories, not 
worth anſwering, though tis poſſible J. VV. judgeth of 
us by himſelf, as if we wanted Power to execute what 
our. wills could do; this I verily believe is the ſtate of 
him and his Brethren, for we have Power enough ac- 
cording to the will of God, and out of his will de- 
fires no more Power, though 7. VV. wickedly' ſuggeſts 
as if we would be cruel like himſelf, but this is but 
his imaginations, and not worth heeding, for God hath 
made us long-ſuffering and patient towards all men. 


- — 


CHAP. XI. 


Concerning the word of God and the Scriptures, and the word 
aud writings triiy diſtinguiſhed. 


N Ow I paſſe over to his fifth Chapter, as finding lit- 
tle to = between the 192. page and the 205. 
excepting half a ſcore of Lyes which I leave till F. V. 
and I meet, which I hope may be in a good ſeaſon ; 
and his fifth Chapter contains, Concerning the Scrip- 
tures and the word of God, and he charges us that we deny 
the Dod rine of the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſta» 
ment to be the word of God, and uſes reproachful language 
concerning it, and ſpeaks of ene laying the Bible upen the 
ground and ſetting bis feet it, and we delight to abuſe 
the Scriptares, and pre filled with rage ageinft the Word of 
God, and that we foam out diſdain againſt tbe Scriptures , 
and then takes in band to prove the Scriptures to be the / Herd 
of Gad, &c. page 205. 

Anſw. 1. Here is a grievous change laid down and 
managed in, manner. as aforeſaid, for. it is utterly falſe 
that we: uſe any repreachful 1 concerning .the 
holy Scriptures, neither ever have I known any of us 

L ever 


38 Concerning the wird of God and the Fer . 
ever ſet his feet upon the Bible in contempt and 
buſe of the Scriptures, as he ſaith, though it is very 
true there was one Richard Stokes in the North of Ex- 
gland that was then an Anabaptift, (fo called) and fo 
yet for ought 1 know, that did in contempt and (corn 
tread upon the Bible in the preſence of many witneſ- 
fes, ſo it my be J. V. miſtakes one of his own friends 
and thinks he is one of ours, for it is not delightful 
in us to abuſe the Scriptures, nor are we filled with 
rage - againſt the Word of God, nor do we foam out 
_— againſt the Scriptures, theſe things are utterly 
alſe. 

2. This Teſtimony we have often given concerning 
the Scriptures, and here again I give it upon this oc- 
caſion; The Scriptures are writings in which are con- 
rained many words of God, and may be properly cal- 
led the words of God declared by writing, and as they 
were given forth by the Spirit of God, and no whit 
altered in Tranſlation , they are a perfect Teſtimony 
of God, and his works, of Chriſt, and his Salvation, 
and of the Experiences and Teftimonies of the Ser- 
vants and holy men of God, and allo in the Scrip- 
ture is contained many words of the Devil, and the 
words of wicked men, ſo that the Scripcures are a true 
— as they were firſt given forth) of all theſe 
things, we believe that the Scriptures were ſpo- 
ken forth by che holy Spirit, as. the holy men of God 
were moved thereunto, and whatſoever is written oughe 
to be believed and received for Truth, and à true re- 
lation given by the Spirit of God; but the Scriptures 
cannot be called the Word of God, for they 
are words and writings, and admizs of alteration and 
change, and therefore cannot Ry be called the 
word of God, but onely a Declaration of the Word, 
and of that Truth which lives and abides for ever, 
vnd which muſt be . believed and practiſed for Salva» 
tion and the. Scriptures do ſay that the Word of God 


was in the beginning, but the Scriptures began but . 
e 


1 
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be written by Moſes, which was many hundred of years 
lince the beginning, and therefore the Scaprures can» 
not be the cord of God which was in the beginning; 
Again the Scriptures do fay that the Word of God 
made the world, and lives, and abides for everz but 
the Bible, the Scriptures did not make the World, nor 
can abide for ever, but will paſſe away as we ſee daily 
Bocks wears away, though the Trutlr therein declared 
of ſhall abide for ever, and therefore the Scriptures 
are not the Word of God which muſt endure for e- 
ver; and thus we do diſtinguiſh , and we would have 
all to do fo, between the Book (the writings) which 
are moſt properly called Scripture, and that Truth; 
Salvation, Werd of Life, and the things declared of 
in Scriptures, the one endures for ever, the other not, 
the one is the Word of God, the other a Teſtimony 
of it; and thus we diſtinguiſh, and yet not denying - 
the Truth and Life, and Salvation and Redemption , 
nor the Chriſt which the Scriptures ſpeaks of, but fully 
acknowledging that they are infinite and everlaſting, 
and the Scripture declare of theſe things but are not 
the things themſelves; neither do we deny to alcribe 
all lawful Dignity and Title and Reverence to the 
Scriptures, but yet we cannot account them what they 
are not, nor give that honour ro them which God 
gives not, nor which he appointed them to receive, 
though further we do acknowledge there is no other 
Goſpel, nor way of Life and Salvation, nor no other 
Chriſt for Redemption and Eternal Life, nor no other 
Truth for ſubſtance bue what is declered of in the 
Bible, which we do account as I have faid as it was 
given forth by the Spirit of God, to be a true Teſti- 
mony of al} theſe things; this and ſuch like Teſtimo- 
nies we have often given concerning the Scriptures , 
yer fill acknowledged Chriſt Jeſus to be the werd of 
E:ernel Life, he and no other, and yet this confeſſion 
we make, not contrery unto or to oppoſe, but accor- 
ding unto the Scriptures , and our Teſtimonie con- 
45 L 2 cerning 
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2 Concerning the word of God and the Scriptures, * 
cerning. the Scriptures is ſo well known both by word 
and writing for theſe many years, that I need not 
here ſay much more in this caſe, onely that the Scrip- 
tures all along calls Chriſt the Word of God, and no 
where that I know of in the Scriptures doth it call ic 
ſelf the Word of God, but à Declaration and 4 Treatiſe, 
Luke 1. Ad, 1. 

And whereas F. V. ſaith, Is not the Truth expreſt in 
the Scriptures eternal and incorruptible? and what leſſe then 
an Almighty band bath preſerved that Book? and this 1 
deviſed deceitful Dodriue to teach all men to bearken to the 
Light within them, thereby to turn away their minds from 
the Scriptures z And be mentions that Scripture the words 
of the Lord, and every word of Gad are pure, and the entrance 
of thy word gives Light, and my words ſhal! not paſſe away, 
and whoſoever ſhall be aſhained of my words, &c.. page 
208, &c. g 
Anſw. To all this I anſwer, why is J. V. ſo blind 
as to bring this in oppoſit ion to us, as if he confuted 
us in ſomething we held contrary to this, when as it 
is nothing to, tor we ſay the ſame as theſe Scriptures 
teſtiſie, that the Truth expreſſed in the Scriptures is eternal 
and incorruptible, yet the writings which are properly 
Scriptures will corrupt and change and alter, and we 
do know the hand of God hath been in preierving of 
that Book to this day, and our benefit by the Scrip» 
tures are not the leaſt of cthers, as | might inſtance in 
divers particulars, and we confeſſe fully to the Truth 
of all theſe Scriptures cited by him, and there is not 
any one of them oppolite to us in any thing that we 
bold; but why doth he ſecretly here weave in his ſlan- 
der, as if we did dire} People to the Light within them, 
thereby to turn "their minds from the Dodrine of the Scrip- 
tures , which is utterly falſe , for we direct People to 
the Light of the Spirit of God within them, not con- 
trary to, or to make void the Scriptures to chem, but 
according, to the Scriptures, and that they may come 
to the fulfilling of them, and witneſſe the Truth wroughc 
in 


and the word and writings truly dift ian * 
in them whereof they ſpeak, and therefore his ſecret 
flander is turned out of doors; and further he falls out 
in high tearms , that God will puritf. ſuch ſevetely as do 
ſpeak, againſt the ' Scriptures,” and do diſdain aud reproach 
them, and that do add to er — from them, and ageinſf ſ«ch 
4 do vent their rage againſt the Scriptures, and tread them unter 
their feet, as the Adverſaries of Chrift, the Preachirs up of 
the Light within do, ſaith he, whoare Bla s of God and 
bis Truth, when they caſt the Scriptures on the grdund, and call 
the Scriptures lifeleſs, &c. page 212. | 

Anſwer, Theſe Threatnings and Judgements do not 
belong to us , as not —— guilty of his chfarge, ſo let 
the judgement be ro himſelf, for we are not guilty, but 
be guilty of wickedheſt in charging us fo falfly, like as if 
he had given up himſelf to raiF and accaſe the innocent 3 
for be it known to 7. V. we eſteem as well and truly of 
the Scriptures as he doth 3- And thus I count it a ſufficieng 
anſwertodeny his falſe Charges , andto turn back his 
own ſentence to him again, God will pnnith him ſeverely 
for his wickedneſs, 


CHAP. XII. 


Concerning the Infallible Teacher , and that it in the Spirit of 
God, and not the Scriptures, 


Ow 1 ſhall proceed to 4 I. his Proofs , That the. 
Scriptures are an Infallible Teacher of the Dod rine ef 
Salvation, &c. 

2 which I * We is Sap" rr ; — firſt 
the Scriptures as he hat 2 ace ſubje& to change. 
end ale tion, and that which. is ſo is not dafallibie, for 
that onely is infallible which admits of no change nor al- 
teration; but ſuch are not the Scriptures (the writ. 
ings) and therefore not infallible, though it is alwayes 
acknowledg - 
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- acknowledged the Truth and Way of Salvation declared 


in che Scriptures are Infallible, . - 

re This aſſertion ſeems abſolutely to deny the 
Spirit of God and its Teachings, which is given in the 
new Covenant unto all that beſieve, for God hath pro- 
miſed, I will put my Spirit within them, and pour it upon 
them, and they ſhall need no man to teach them, but as that 
ſpirit teacheththem 3. And the ſpirit was promiſed by Chriſt 
chat io ſhould be given to lead into all Lruth, and be che 
Everlalting Comforter, and it is the ſpirit that quicke n- 
eth and gives Life, and Sanctiſies and Teaches to do the 
Will of God, all this the Scriptures teſtifie, and not as 
if the Scriptures were the Teacher, che Comfarter, the 
Leader, but the Scriptures ſay the ſpirit doth all this; 
but 7. V. has accounted the Scriptures to do all, and ac- 
counts not of the Spirit to do, any thing, for he hath 
hardly mentioned it in this caſe, and thus his folly and 
weakneſs hath appeared; in giving the Scriptures Autho- 
rity above the (pirit, and as it were diſ-chroning the ſpirit 
that gave forth the Scriptures, and exalting the Scrip- 
tures in its place; but we ſay, that its the ſpirit that 
works all things in order to mans Salvation, God works 
in us to will and to do all goed things by his ſpirit that he 
hath given us, according to the Scripture, and not con- 
trary to it, for the ſpitit is Infalljble which gave forth 
the Scriptures, but the Scripture is changeable in cran- 
ſlation and interpretation, as we ſee by experience, and 
therefore not infallible z And though J. V. ſay, 

Firſt, The Scriptures do-makg mention of all Works of 
Righteouſneſſe, which ought to be obſerved by the ſons of 
Men. ; 

Secondly, And the Scriptures do moſt ſeverely forbid all 
works of wickedneſs which — to be - tg 10 

Thirdly, And the Scriptures declare of the Promiſe of Peace 
2 H = woes 4 N i wy _ 
Fourthly, Aud the Scriptares ſpeaks of the puniſhment wht 
God would 22 upon finners: Tit e uke his Reaſons 

| page 


th. 7 
” 7 8 * 
"ne Wa : 


een f God au ht VB Seviptures, 33 
page 216. by which he would prove the Seriptures to be 
the Infallible Teacher of Salvation. | 
Anſwer, Though it be true that the Scriptnres do de- 
clare of every wock of Righreoufneſs which ouglit to be 
done, and of works of unrighteouſneſs which om ae 


to be done, and of the Promiſes of God whick ought 
to be embraced; yet it is the ſpirit of God that teaches 
men to perform and obſerve that Rigtiteoufnefs which 
ought to be done, and to deny that wickedneſs which 
ought not to be done, and to recelve the Promiſes of God; 
though 1 ſay , the | Scriptures declares of theſe things, 
yet it is the ſpirit of God that gave forth the Scriptures 
chat teacheth and leadeth into theſe things chat the 
Scriptures (peak of 3 and it is that ſpirit that is the in- 
fallible Teacher, and the [Scriptures are onely a 4 
declaration of the things which the fpirit is- infal- "z 
libly to teach; andes for thy ſoute Reaſon, though | | 
generally the puniſhment of ſinners is declared in Scrip- 
ruxes, yet it were an eaſie thing ro Mention particular 


| nithmencs for particular people upon particular otcs- 
— which the Script do not make mention er; J 
for Lam of that mind, that fome of Rig Fraternity ate at ; 
this day under a puniſhment for their ſi which thẽ Scrip- 
rare makes no particular mention of, and if he ſcruple it 
in his next return, J. V. ſhall have particulat inſſance 


in eur next reply; ſo chat this won true and 
partly falſe, alſo Dent. 28.61, tis ſighnifie: ink are 
Plagues and puniſhments for ſifiners which are not men- 
tioned in the Book of the Law. ; and as for thy 5, 6,7, 
and 8, Reaſons to prove the Seriptures are an infallib 

the former, and the 


Tencher, all of them are muehlihr 5 
fauna uri er in kind may be ſaid e thus, © we Hage 
the Scriptures declares ſofficiently for Truth and Rightequſytefs, 
' end againſt deceit and wnrighteouſneſs,, and of the -Priiifes of 
Gd, and'threatnings for fin, 886, Teteſtill this proves nat 
. the Scxiptures in themſebves infullable toteaph infatlibly;, 
but 1 Have ſaid, it is onely the SpiritoF Gd t Har is 1 
inkllable Teacher, into all that Trath which che Scrip- 


rures 


„  .. Cincerning the Ea, Tahir, md 
, tures declares'of, and by the ſpirit men receives power 
to be the Sons of God, and todo his Will, and not by 
the Scriptures; and thus we give the Spirit of: God its 
N and priviledge, and the Scriptures alſo what 
longs to them, bur we dare not give that dignity to 
the Scriptures which belongs to the Spirit of God, 
thereby abridging the Spirit of God of what belongs co 
it, and ſetting up the ſcriptures in oppolition to it, a8 
J. V. hath clearly done for want of knowledge and un- 
derſtanding in the Myſteries of God: Again he faith, 
The Scriptures are very far in Authority and clearneſs before 
any ſpirit or light in any mortal man in the world, page 218. 
Whereby he hath — g—_ more dignity and autho- 
rity to the Scriptures, then he hach to the Spirit of God, 
and ſo hath ſer up the Scripeures above the Spirit, which 
is direct errour, if not Blafphemy,; that be ſhould ſay, 
any thing is far greater in Authority aud clearneſs, then the 
Spirit of. Gad which dwells in mortal man, even in his 
Saints; and — the reſult of 7 " ny rnn ry and 
Arguments about Scriptures, is a clear deny the 
Ap God, and ſetting the Scriptures above it; fur: 
thermore he ſaith, VVhatſeever dath make manifeſt is Light, 
the Scriptures doth” make manifeſt the Myſtery of Salvation , 
therefore the Scriptures is Light 3 Again he (aich,' That the 
2 are the more ſure word of Prophecy. which Peter ſpeaks 
of, which was as a Light mbich ſpiued in a dark place, & the Com 
mandements of the Lord ii Pure, and the VVord is 4 Lemp unto 
the Feet; Then he ſpeaks of the powerful Operation of the 
Dodrine of the Scriptures upon the Hearts of ſuch ut believe, 
which doth convince and convert, and turn from darkyeſſe to 
jobt ; and bow can their NDoftrauebe from the ſame inſpiration 
which is againſt the Doftrinzof 1hp'Scriptures-? page 219,220. 
222» . NAA 5-17 ein? 
Anſwer, Here Joſeph Wright hath jumbled ſome illite- 
rate Logick, which _ be} proved falſe, as thus; the 
ma a Cits — oth; declare of the things that 
ought to be dong and believed and the things that ought 
not to be done, a to the general part of things — 
there 


there are many particular Actions and things which the 
Scriptures do not make manifeſt , and we would have F 
V. to leave a little room and work for the Spirit of God, 
and not thus utterly to reje it; for the ſcripture ſaith, 
it is the Spirit that reveals the Things of God and the 
Myſtery of Salvation, and not the ſcriptures, viz, the 
writings, and that ſure word of Proplieſie which Peter 
= of, that was as 4 Light ſhining a dark, place, was 
omething more (ure then the very words which Chriſt 
ſpoke with his mouth tothem, which were written by 
Matthew, and thelight which ſhone as in a dark place, to 
which they were to- take heed, was more ſure to them 
then Chrifts words which were written and were ſcrip- 
tures; and thus J. W. may ſee his miſtake and perverting 
of ſcriptures, if he will be but ſober and.reaſonable, and 
that the Commandement of the Lord is Pure, and the word is a 
Lamp, we do not deny, but gives as full witneſſe of, 
as J. W. can do, and therefore he needs not cite theſe 
ſcriptures to oppoſe us, for its thy malicious Spirit that 


oppolerh us not the ſcripcures , for we acknowledge to- 
t 


e truth of theſe ſcriptures, by the Spirit which gave 
them forth, which is greater then the ſcriptures ; and as 
for the powerful operation of the Doctrine of the Serip- 
tures, it is not of themſelves that they do operate in any, 
but it is by the Spirit that gave them forth, which work- 
eth in the Hearts of Believers, to comfort and refreſh with 
the Love of Ged, and it is the ſpirit according to the 
ſcriptures that doth convince and convert, and not the 
ſcriptures without the Spirit, as J. W. would ſay; and it 
was the 25 that Paul Preached; that turned them 
from darknels to Light, and not the writings which ſay, 
that the Goſpel is the Power of God, and not the wtitings, 


and it is meer ignorance in J. W. to intimate that our 


Doarine is againſt the Doctrine of the Scriptures, chis I 


ſhall account amongf thy ſlanders, and it is not the leaſt 


of them. 
And whereas thou flyeſt out high in high words againſt 
us, That we muſt conſider and leave our inventions, elſe ſin 
M wi 


that it ii the Spirit of God and not the Scriptures, 65 ö 


2 


* 43% 66 


| _ +» Concerning the Infollible Teacherg r. 
will lye at our doors, and our bloods will be upon our beadi, ke, 
and there is no leſs then four lies in thy laſt page, but 


theſe words are to thy felt and not unto us, for we are not 
the perſons concerned, we follow not vain inventions, but 


ve are ſaved out of our blood through Jeſus Chriftz and 


for J. V. now to exhort us to repentance, when as in page 
. he hath given abſolute judgement on us without lim{- 
tation, That the miſt of Darkneſs is reſerved for ever for ; 
This is a direct contradiftion which ſhews what ſpirit he 
has been guided by in all his work 5 And thus we have 
ſearched and examined 7. N whole work from the be- 
ginning to the end, and given an anſwer to the material 
rts thereof, ſaring that we have not mentioned many 
ies and ſlanders which we have paſſed over, and do te- 
ſerve them till we come face to face, otherwiſs till our 
next reply 3, and what we have written, we muſt 
commit to the judgement of the Spirit of God in 
all ſober perſons , who may for their own edifieation, 
compare his work and ours together, and truly weigh 
each of them in the ballance of equity, and tothe fpirir 
of found judgement, and tothe Fearof the Lord all are 
committed and commended in the reading and conſider- 
ing and judging of theſe things. | 
Laſt of all, for a final Concluſion for preſent, 
if it be - ſuppoſed by J. W. that this is not a 
ſiMcient Anſwer to his Book, I do poo zound 
unt» him this further, in order to the ſatisfa- 
Qion of any ſober perſons, if any be doubtfull 
in this cafe 3 That firſt both of us may agree to 
appoint a convenient time and place for a meet- 
ing to diſpute it ont fact to face, that which 
et remains in controverſie between us. 2. This 
ing done, that all his Friends and ours that 


are doubttull or deſirous of ſuch a thing, may 


have knowledge of it. 3. That in fuck _ 


{ 


% 
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| wth 3 

ing no foul reflections, nor impe , nor. 
bitterneſſe of Spirit be allowed on either part, 

but diſcretion and moderation. 4. I ſhall firſt 

take in hand to prove a very great number of 

Lyes, contradictions and falſhoods in his Book. 

5. Then I ſhall hear his Defence for himſelf 

and his Objections againſt any thing in ours, and 

anſwer them, and after this manner ſhall be our 

proceedings, if we do meet; Its true, times and 

ſeaſons are unſuitable for ſuch a meeting and 

work , yet rather then any Detriment ſhould 

fall upon the Truth, or the cauſe of preach- 

ing the Wght within be endangered to harm, 1 

am willing to hazard the greateſt adventure, 

hoping we may do ſuch a thing if neceſſity re- 

quire , in that Wiſdom and Prudence as may 

not offend any; This I ſhall leave as my fare- 

well to my Antagoniſt at this-time, and thus ſeal. 

up the whole ſum, 


E. B. 


THE END. 


ERRATA. 
N the 6. page of the Preface line 5, for contfe. read contrary, in the 20 
Lpage of the Preface line #7, for this work, read bis work, in the 2, 
of the book line 9. read wer” , 1-14. read and bis pleading 
| free-grace to al confuted, p.3- 1.29. for a r. one while, p. 6: I. 31: for 
ſtriſe t. ſelf, p.17,1.29. for ariſing which r. «riſing with, p.27. 1-9, for then re 
their, p 31. l. 13. f, Ignorant of ity p. 48, l 22, for receive r, reverence; p. 50: l. 
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